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CHURCH LEADERS PLAN FOR 2012 
 

 

On January 21, 2012, twenty-two church leaders met at St. Franics Hospital for the an-
nual Powhatan UMC Leadership Retreat.  Those attending included:  Anthony Abel, Vic-
ki Abel,   David Anderton, Frank Armistead, David  
Bailey, Brenda Bell, Joe Bowman, Ellen Bondurant, Mary Bradstock, Kim Bradham, Pas-
tor John, India Cox, Charles Cassell, Kitty Cassell, Linda Chaffins, Marie DeHart, Marie 
Forden, Brian Griffen, Sandy Lineweaver, Sandra Lowe, Jane Rager, and Malene Utley.   
 
The Retreat agenda focused on reviewing and putting into action the results of our 
“Does Your Church Have a Prayer” activities; helping each leader become familiar with 
how each ministry area of the church connects through our NOWW (Nuture, Outreach, 
Witness, Worship) leadership structure; and, providing information that will assist each 
leader in their role in the process of discerning God’s vision for their particular area of 
ministry.  The church leaders were also provided with information on the Vital Congre-
gations initiative of the United Methodist Church and how Needs-based Community 
Outreach provides an opportunity to minister to others through deeds of kindness that 
address real needs that exist in our community. 
 
The Leadership Retreat provided an excellent opportunity for church leaders to meet in 
Christian fellowship and plan how the church can glorify God and strive to fulfill our 
mission to Live as Christ’s Disciples Within Our Hearts and Beyond Our Doors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



 A SPECIAL EASTER  

MUSIC INVITATION!!! 
 

Join us on Wednesdays at 7:00pm 
                    to rehearse for our Special Easter Music!   

  

Also, you are invited to join the Voices of Victory Choir 

that sings on Sunday mornings, alternating between the 

two services.  We rehearse at 7:45pm on Wednesdays 

immediately following our Easter Music rehearsals. 

Love, Allison 

 

"Music is the food that keeps our souls alive; 
Singing is the joy in which our spirit thrives. 

So when despair surrounds you,  
Here's the thing to do: 

Just sing a joyful  song, and let His light shine through." 

 

UMM BREAKFAST MEETING 

We will meet on Sunday, February 26 at 7:15am. Please 
mark your calendars NOW and plan on joining us. See 
you at breakfast.   
 
The UMM are in charge of lunch for  Lonesome Dove on 
Wednesday, February 8. Contact Frank Armistead at  
598-1071 for more information on how you can partici-
pate.   

JUST OLDER YOUTH (55+) 

Please mark your calendars to join this group on 
Wednesday, February 8 at 11:30am. Our church mem-
ber and cake decorator, Kim Bradham will present the 
program. This will be a great opportunity.  Call Sally 
Marchand at 598-8178 for more information. 

MNC 

Monday Night Circle meeting will be held 7:00 p.m., 
Monday, February 27  meeting  is at Bonnie Schulkers’ 
home, and Sally Marchand dessert hostess.   

 

THE CIRCLE OF FRIENDS  

Our next meeting will be on Monday, February 6 at 
10:00 a.m.  Devotions and refreshments will precede 
the meeting. PLEASE NOTE;  A workshop is being held 
on Monday, January 30th and 9:30 a.m.  All who can, 
please come. 

CHURCH HISTORY  

 

 

 

 

 

Our historian, Virginia Reynolds has worked diligently 
for over a year, sorting materials, researching and as-
sembling a history of our church.  It was a huge task 
and a labor of love for which we owe her our deepest 
thanks.  It is a gift that this congregation will pass on 
for generations to come. She has completed a draft 
that is available for anyone who wishes to look it over 
and add their thoughts, additions etc. We want to 
make this historical record as accurate as possible, so 
feel free to ask Sandra for a copy.  The deadline for all 
changes is February 5.  

 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat: The 
youth of Duncan Memorial UMC presents Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.  Shows are Febru-
ary 24 at 7pm, February 25 at 7pm, and February 26 at 
3pm in the sanctuary of Duncan Memorial UMC on the 
Randolph-Macon College Campus (201 Henry Street, 
Ashland, VA).  Tickets are $5 (children 6 and under free) 
in advance or at the door.  Proceeds support Duncan 
youth programs.  For details contact Kendra Swager or 
Teena Chinnat 798-7224. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 

NURSERY: February 12 at 

8:30 and 26 at 11am. Please 

sign up on the calendar out-

side the nursery door.  



 

Pondering from 

Pastor Johné    

 

                       

 
              

In 2011, our UM Conference of Bishop’s introduced a 

“Call to Action” titled “Vital Congregations”.  It was de-

veloped to help facilitate a cultural change in the UM 

church from a mindset of Maintenance to one of Mission. 

They clarified the mission of the UM church in this state-

ment: 

“The mission of The United Methodist Church is to 

“Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 

the world.” This is based on the Great Commission and 

the Great Commandment.  (Matt 28:18-20 & Matt 22:36-

40)  They added that this mission will be achieved 

through vital congregations that equip and empower peo-

ple to be Disciples of Jesus Christ in their homes and 

communities around the world. 

They identified vital congregations as those that are: 

Spirit-filled, forward-leaning communities of believ-

ers that welcome all people  

(Gal.3:28) 

Places where Disciples of Jesus Christ are made 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. (Matt. 

28:18-20) 

Communities that serve like Christ through justice 

and mercy ministries. 

(Micah 6:8, Luke 4:17-21) 

They defined disciples of Jesus as those who: worship 

regularly, helps make new disciples, is engaged in grow-

ing in their faith, is engaged in mission and shares by giv-

ing in mission.  

They also provide 4 areas of importance in developing a 

vital church.   

 

 

 

 

At the top of the list was establishing small groups, in-

cluding ministries with children and youth, followed by 

leadership training for our laity,  leadership training for 
our clergy, and worship.  

And last, in order to monitor how our churches are re-

sponding to their “Call to Action”, they also set up a 

means to establish goals  and for pastors’ to provide peri-

odic updates for their churches.  These include:  

¶ Weekly Worship Attendance 

¶ The number of Professions of Faith 

¶ The number of Small Groups 

¶ Members in Mission 

Dollars given to Mission 

Our UMC is responding in a bold and wide-ranging effort 

to move our church toward its mission for Jesus Christ in 

the world.  

What part will you play to make it happen?  It needs all of 

us. 

God’s best to you and yours, 

Pastor John  
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SANDRA LOWE, ADMINISTRATOR  |  church@powhatanumc.us 
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MALENE UTELY, YOUTH DIRECTOR AND CHILDRENôS COORDINATOR  |  childrencoordinator@powhatanumc.us 
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WEBSITE: www.powhatanumc.us  |  EMAIL: church@powhatan.umc.us 

Deadline for MARCH Messenger is Monday, February  19 

 
TROOP 1823  

BOY SCOUT SUNDAY 

Sunday, February 12, 11am 

The Scouts of Cub Scout Pack 1823 and the Boy 

Scout Troop 1823 are sponsored by Powhatan 

United Methodist Church, for information about 

joining the Cub or Boy Scouts, contact Bruce 

Ashby at 804-514-9926.  

 

FREE CLINIC 

Powhatan UMC supports the 

Free Clinic of Powhatan by 

providing a simple supper meal 

once a month for the staff of 12 doctors and 

nurses. Other churches/groups provide the meal 

on the remaining Monday nights.  The Free Clinic 

sends their thanks this month to the Upper 

Room Small Group for providing the meal. They 

provided the dinner December 2011 and January 

2012.  

WORLD SERVICE KITS 

Let's do it again and see if we can 
do as well as last year.  It's time to 
do World Service Kits again so 
please contribute to make it a suc-
cess and we will let you know 
what we need to fill the kits.  It is a church wide project and 
we are only the hands that put them together.  We will do 
school kits, health kits, layette kits and birthing kits.  

GRASS CUTTERS 2012 
 

As I sit here writing this, it’s sunny, but only 32 degrees 
outside. It is, of course, winter and what can I expect? 
But spring is on the way  and surely will be here before 
we know it. This brings up the purpose of this note. 
Grass cutting season is just around the corner and I'm 
asking for your help. Last year we had enough teams 
and volunteers that most had to cut only 4 times during 
the entire season. In addition, there was another team 
that cut the fields. I hope that you will contact me and  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
volunteer your services. You can call me at 357-0853 or 
598-7952 or e-mail me at aminter1605@comcast.net. 
Thanks in advance,  
Allen Minter 

PUMC CUPS FOR SALE: $5 each are available once 
again, just call the church office if interested. These 
have our mission statement on them.  

mailto:aminter1605@comcast.net


PRESCHOOL NEWS 

The preschool ministry of PUMC will begin it's 24th 
year in the fall of 2012.  Do you or someone you 
know have a child ages 2 1/2 to 5 who would like to 
know about our preschool? Now is the time to call or 
email the preschool if you would like information 
about priority registration sent  to you. It is also a 
great time to schedule a visit. Church members have 
2 weeks to register before registration opens to eve-
ryone in the community. Please help us spread the 
word and as you do, remember to let everyone know 
that our staff  have years and years of experience in 
early childhood education to help us as we care for 
little ones and prepare them for a lifetime of learn-
ing! You may contact us at pumcpre@gmail.com or 
598-6090. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH UPDATE 

Welcome to Children's Church which is held every 
Sunday during the 11 o'clock service for all children 
ages 4-9. The children leave the worship service 
after the Time with Young Disciples.  This is a 
new  announcement,  on Communion Sundays, if 
you want your child to take communion with the 
family, please keep them with you on those Sun-
days. We will not be returning to the service. 

KIDS WITH PURPOSE 

We will only have one meeting for the month of 
February. We will meet on Sunday, the 19th to pre-
pare a special lunch for our families to show  them 
that we love them. The children will join me during 
the 11 o'clock worship service to prepare lunch and 
then the families will join us at 12. We will then 
make Meals on Wheels love packages. Please RSVP 
by Feb. 12th so I will know  how  much food to buy. 

 

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT CHILDREN'S RETREAT 

PUMC children had a wonderful time learning about 

God's word at the Children's Retreat in Blackstone, Jan-

uary 21-22.  The theme for the weekend was from the 

book of Galatians (5:23-23a), "But the fruit of the Spirit 

is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith-

fulness, gentleness and self-control.  Against such 

things there is no law."  The children explored the 

meaning of this scripture, how to nurture and grow 

their 'Fruits' and to live by the Spirit.  The children par-

ticipated in Family Group sessions, T-Shirts, Bible 101, 

Games Music, Missions, Arts/Crafts, Bingo, Bible 102, 

the Talent Show, and Worship.  Children who attended 

were Cassidy Burgess, Eva Schoenberg, Matthew Stew-

art, Gavin Ryan, Grayson Walker, Preston Walker, Ka-

ren Martin, Abby Ryan, Alexis Adams, and Amy Ad-

cock.  Chaperones were Darlene Martin, Denise Walker 

and Melissa Adams. 

 

Thanks to Darlene Martin, Denise Walker and Melissa 

Adams for taking our kids to the Farmville District Chil-

dren's Retreat last weekend. Donald and I joined them 

for dinner and the talent show, and as usual our kids 

were outstanding.                             -Malene Utley 

mailto:pumcpre@gmail.com


Upcoming Calendar for Youth:   

Feb. 5 Sunday School 9:45 am 

Biscuit Bake Fundraiser – Jr. Highs have this one! 

 SuperBowl Sunday! Enjoy your family! 

Feb. 12 Sunday School 9:45 am 

Valentine’s Banquet! 6 pm Dinner and Fun for the Church 

Feb. 19  Sunday School 9:45 am 

Feb. 20 SKI TRIP to Massanutten   

(Powhatan, Chesterfield and Blessed Sacrament Schools off) 

Feb. 24-26 District Youth Retreat at Eagle Eyrie 

Feb. 26 Sunday School 9:45 am 

Mar. 1- 4 Option: Boys Chrysalis Wkend for Richmond Em-
maus 

Mar. 4 Sunday School 9:45 am 

Biscuit Bake Fundraiser – Sr. Highs have this one! 

Youth Group!  Jr. Highs 12 noon – 1:30 pm 

             Sr. Highs 5:30 – 7:30 pm 

July 16-20 Mission Trip at Epworth by the Sea 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Military Care Packages 

The TAGG Team (Youth Group) is collecting items to 
send in care packages for those serving our country. 
There are 2 ways to help: 

Send us the current address of men or women serv-
ing. Addresses in the military change frequently; so if 
you have given the address prior to this, please do so 
again so we know it is current!! 

Put items you collect for this ministry in the box la-
beled for Military. It’s located in the Senior High 
classroom. Items given can include: batteries, used 
paperbacks they can read and pass along to others, 
personal notes of appreciation for all they do, play-
ing cards and all kinds of balls, used or new DVDs, 
etc.  

Your youth ministry will do the rest!  

(Unfortunately we cannot send Christian materials for 
distribution to those of other faiths.) If you have ques-
tions, please contact Brenda Bell. Thank you! 

Commonwealth Prayer Breakfast 

 On Wednesday, January 11th, I had the privi-
lege of attending the Commonwealth Prayer Breakfast 
at the Richmond Convention Center. This was the 46th 
annual prayer breakfast held on opening day of the 
General Assembly. Each year the Governor, Lieuten-
ant Governor, Attorney General, Supreme Court Jus-
tices, members of the General Assembly and other 
concerned citizens from around Virginia gather to rec-
ognize God’s power and to ask for His guidance.  

 The program was unapologetically Christian. 
We heard individual prayers for our Armed Forces, for 
our Public Safety Personnel, for the Judges and our 
judicial branch, for our legislators, and for our execu-
tive branch. We heard prayers for Virginia’s youth, 
children, and families, and even a prayer to remember 
“the least of these.” The message came from the Hon-
orable Frank Wolf of our House of Representatives, 
but Governor McDonnell, Lieutenant Governor Bol-
ling, and Attorney General Cuccinelli all spoke as well. 
Scripture from Deut. 6:10-12, Psalm 46, and Romans 
8:31-39 was read.  

 As the breakfast was particularly for those in 
the General Assembly, these men and women were 
encouraged to join small groups with others from the 

study the Bible, and pray together to the God who 
called them into politics and the public arena. It is said 
that often the legislators leave these meetings to vote 
on bills, cancelling one another’s votes, but that 
doesn’t matter. God has given them common ground, 
and they come to seek His will! 

 These times are hard; these men and women 
are making decisions that effect us all. Won’t you join 
me in praying for them? On the bulletin board by the 
office I have left a booklet with the names and pictures 
of this year’s General Assembly. I left the breakfast up-
lifted in knowing that there are those in our govern-
ment who still submit to a higher power, Christ Jesus. 

**I understand that Lieutenant Governor Bolling is a 
faithful United Methodist and teaches Sunday School! 



Northfield Ministries 

 Northfield Ministries is a place for young 
women to break free from eating disorders and its 
complications of self-harm and depression. The resi-
dential program, which will be located in Cumberland 
County, will have a 12 bed capacity, a Christian curric-
ulum, and all manner of professional personnel to 
help with recovery: counseling, community, nutrition-
al education, and medical attention.  

 The death rate for anorexic women ages 15-
24 is approximately 12 times greater than all other 
causes of death in this age group combined! The av-
erage cost of 1 hospital stay of 8 or fewer days is ap-
proximately $12,700, while the cost of a 45 day stay 
at the Northfield Home will be less than the cost of 
one hospitalization, one tenth the daily rate of many 
other for-profit facilities. 

 Powhatan United Methodist Church’s youth 
and others have given their time to help on workdays 
in Cumberland, getting the home ready for its open-
ing, which should be this spring. Because of our par-
ticipation in this ministry, Pastor John and the lay 
leadership of Powhatan were invited to an Open 
House for Northfield on Jan. 18th.  

 The TAGG Team is now individually training to 
run in the 5K walk/run on May 19th to benefit North-
field. Won’t you please join us? Let’s all use our heart 
for this ministry as a catalyst for jump-starting a new 
year of better fitness!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Events for February 2012 

This month our calendar includes no Sunday 
Night TAGG Team meetings since we have 3 ac-
tivities. We are hosting the entire church for a 
Valentine’s Banquet on Sunday Feb. 12th at 6 pm. 
We are going on a Ski Trip Feb. 20 on a Monday 
Holiday for all Powhatan, Chesterfield, and 
Blessed-Sacrament Schools. And we are going on 
a United Methodist Retreat in Lynchburg Feb. 24-
26.  

 

You are cordially invited to a 

VALENTINE’S BANQUET 

Celebrating GOD’S LOVE 

Sunday, Feb. 12th at 6pm 

Please RSVP in the Sunday bulle-
tin or call Brenda Bell at 378-

Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Breakfast Celebration 

 Little Zion Baptist Church of Powhatan spear-
headed the MLK Youth Day Community Breakfast… 
and it was delicious! PUMC provided our CLC for the 
gathering. We celebrated the life of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and the Powhatan youth mentoring pro-
gram. Youth of all ages submitted essays on King, 
and each got a participation award.  The youth also 
sang and presented a skit. The message, given by Dr. 
Cavell Phillips of KISS 95 radio, involved a play of 
words: how Rev. King demonstrated by his life that 
the King of Kings was living inside him! “Do you have 
a “King” in you?”   

 PUMC was able to bless our community by 

sharing the wonderful facility with which we have 

been given  



PUMC 

The Coalition of Powhatan Churches would like to 

thank your members for their support throughout 

the year of 2011, for the Ruby Leonard Food Pantry. 

Words cannot express our gratitude for your dona-

tions of food, money and volunteer time. 

You have helped so many in our county of Powha-

tan in need of food. Thank you for including the 

Pantry  in your mission work. We are praying for Jim 

Williams’ quick recovery, he is surely missed. For 

December the  pantry served 139 households, 

which included 159 adults, 110 children, 69 seniors, 

totaling 338 individuals.  

Glory to God, 

Coalition of Powhatan Churches  

 

Thank you, thinking about the kindness you shared 

is like opening a window and letting joy and good 

feelings breeze in! 

 Pastor Beecham & Little Zion Baptist Church 

MLK Day event on 1/16/12 

 

 

 

Thank you for the donation of $100 PUMC made to 

Habitat Powhatan. It will be used to build our next 

home for Brigid Lanillotti and her two sons Luke and 

Jesse. They have picked out their building lot and 

house plans and we will begin construction very 

soon. PUMC and your habitat volunteers have been 

faithful supporters of ours for years and we look for-

ward to working with you when we begin construc-

tion on the Lanzillotti home #8. Thank you again for 

your continued support. -Terry R. Paquette, Execu-

tive Director 

 

To our church family, I would like to thank you for 

the calls, cards and all expressions of sympathy ex-

tended to me and my family during the loss of our 

Faye,  my niece, Susan Singleton and my cousin Nor-

man Lemley during the month of December 2011. 

Special thanks to Pastor John for Faye’s service and 

also to our ladies of the church for the delicious food 

and their funeral reception following the celebration 

of Faye’s life. We are blessed to have such a loving 

church family. We love each of you. Arlene & Earl 

Newton and family 

The Food Pantry is running low on the following items.  If you can donate any of these, 
 it would be most appreciated! 
 
¶ Cereal: unsweetened, oatmeal 

¶ Sugar (2 lb bags) 
¶ Salt 

¶ Mayonnaise (small jars) 
¶ Canned vegetables: diced tomatoes, whole tomatoes,  

¶ tomato sauce, tomato paste, sweet potatoes, mixed vegetables 
¶ Spaghetti sauce Pasta: spaghetti, macaroni, lasagna  

¶ Cornbread mix (Jiffy mix) 

¶ Ramen noodles 
¶ Canned lasagna and over-stuffed ravioli 

¶ Canned beans: pinto beans, refried beans, chili with beans 
¶ Dried beans 

¶ Rice 
¶ Chunky Soups 

¶ Saltine crackers 
¶ Canned meat: chicken, sardines 



Fi-
Finance Committee 

As of December 31st, 2011 the church’s financial records report the following: 

          1st Qt  2nd Qt 3rd Qt  4th Qt     YTD Total 2011 Budget    

Tithes & Offerings  $78,077 $70,810 $70,099 $81,662     $  300,649 $ 287,109           

Other Income: 

  Sunday School Offering       $370  $357 $348      $265  $1,340     $1,225 

  Building Use       $1,275 $1,793 $1,410 $350     $4,828     $5,650      

  Parsonage Rent                                  $1,300 $1,800    $2,117   $2,428  $7,645       $4,500 

  Other                                                    $215 $-129 $102 $171  $352     $2,044       

  Pre-School                                           $3,000   $2,500     $5,500     $6,558 

 

Total Revenue Received           $84,238 $74,631 $76,577 $84,876  $ 320,322    $ 308,266 

 

Total Expenses Paid            $ 76,825 $70,850 $73,665 $78,510  $ 299,849    $ 309,545 

 

As you can see, due to the generous giving of our church family, we came in well over budget in revenue received 
and  under our budget for expenses.  This is indeed a blessing to all those we serve!   Many thanks to you for your 
compassionate faith! If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at 598-6008 or 
vabel@powhatanumc.us  

Vicki Abel, Finance Chair   

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam   

Shirley PattersonShirley PattersonShirley Patterson   

May 15, 1935May 15, 1935May 15, 1935———December 28, 2011December 28, 2011December 28, 2011   

Eleanor FrederickEleanor FrederickEleanor Frederick   

January 16, 1920January 16, 1920January 16, 1920———January 26 , 2012January 26 , 2012January 26 , 2012   

Join us for Ash Wednesday Worship Service  

February 22, 2012, 7pm  
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