
THE MESSENGER 
Powhatan United Methodist Church 

L IVING  AS CHRISTõS DISCIPLES WITHIN  OUR HEARTS AND  BEYOND  OUR DOORS 

{ŜǊǾƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ мтуф 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ  нлмм 

Stop hunger now  
PUMC Makes a Difference in World Hunger!  

 
Do you know that a person dies from hunger every five seconds? Approximately 30,000 people die every day of 
hunger related diseases. Can we make a difference at PUMC? Yes we can and have done so. Stop Hunger Now has 
come to PUMC for five years and will return on November 13, 2011. So mark your calendars and come join a 
feeding revolution.  
 
Volunteers typically commit to a two-hour packing session. The Stop Hunger Now staff will truck all the supplies 
to our church. We will have a light lunch. Then, a short presentation on WHY this program is so needed and what 
impact these meals make.  
 
The meals consist of a rice-soy mixture including dehydrated vegetables, flavoring and 21 essential vitamins and 
minerals, packed in such a way that it has a five-year shelf life, and that when cooked in boiling water will feed a 
family of six. These meals are sent to over fifty countries. Stop Hunger Now is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit internation-
al relief organization that coordinates the distribution of food and other life-saving aid around the globe with a 
vision of ending hunger in our lifetime.  
 
To fund the November trip, could you consider that each time that you go to the grocery store to feed your family, 
that you place a dollar in a jar or a bank to feed an unknown family. This money will help purchase the supplies to 
make the food packages from STOP HUNGER NOW. You may wish to make a donation/check and note it is for 
STOP HUNGER NOW. Are you willing to help feed Godõs children? We are in need of funding for this November 
trip. Please can you help?  

 
 
 

When: November 13, 2011 starting at noon (light lunch will 
be provided)  
Where: Christian Life Center (gym)  
Who: All are invited and more the merrier. Age nor skill is a 
factor. Remember many hands make light work and I would 
like to have at least 125 volunteers.  
Needed: More money to fund this MINISTRY  
Why: Jesus said, òWhen you have done it to the least of the-
se, then you have done it unto me.ó Matthew 25:40  
Questions, call Linda Chaffins at 598-8778 

 

  



 

Ponderings from Pastor John 

 

Be joyful always ;pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ  

Jesus. 1Thes 5:16-18 

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and 

will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous 

on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 2 Cor 9:10-11 

Thanksgiving is just around the corner, and it is truly one of my favorite holidays.  As a child, I suppose it was 

my favorite because all the family came together to feast, and catch up on what was happening in our 

lives.  Like you, I suppose the sights, and sounds, and smells will forever be a part of my memory. Sometimes 

the gatherings were small, sometimes large, but they were always a time of joy.   

For many years now, however, it has taken on a different meaning for me.  As an American, it reminds me of 

the sacrifices that were made to settle this country, and the sacrifices of those who have given of themselves to 

protect the precious seeds of freedom planted so long ago.  As a Christian, I am reminded of the sacrifice of 

Christ Jesus who bore the sins of the world that I might live, now and forever, in the grace and joy of Godôs 

presence.  I am also reminded of the abundant bounty of Godôs blessings each and every day of my life. Godôs 

love abounds, and His presence is round about us, if we simply take time to see it.   

As Christians, we must remember that each day is a thanksgiving day. We are blessed with God's abundant 

love every day.  

For those with small children, I found an idea to help you and your family focus on our many blessings.  Begin 

by making a thanksgiving box with your family. Ask your children to decorate the outside of a shoebox with 

typical Thanksgiving symbols: turkeys, pilgrims, and so on. Keep this box in a conspicuous place, such as your 

kitchen table. Ask family members to write down on a piece of paper one aspect of the day for which they are 

thankful.  During family time share what they have written. Close your time together with a family prayer, and 

thank God specifically for those recollections. And on Thanksgiving Day, open the box with your family and 

review these slips of paper. Count your blessings!  

For the rest of us, I encourage you to consider your many gifts from God, and begin each day  thanking God 

for a specific blessing.  Consider 

* For what are you most thankful?  

* Is being thankful a choice or just a feeling? 

Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours,     
Pastor John 



Individuals and families of UM Churches are asked 
to sponsor a child. To participate, please purchase a 
$60 TARGET or WALȤMART gift card for the num-
ber of children you wish to sponsor. Drop off your 
gift card at the church office. Please include your 
name, church and church address with the card. 
DEADLINE: December 1. Your gift will support the 
UMFS children and teens in Treatment Foster Care 
(TFC) and Therapeutic Treatment Services (TTS). 
Most are late elementary, middle and high school 
age.The TFC program allows older children and 
adolescents with behavioral and emotional prob-
lems to live with families while receiving the addi-
tional support they need to be successful. Our 
treatment foster families make all the difference in 
giving these children a chance.  
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Because of  THANKSGIVING and CHRISTMAS, We 
will change our normal meeting for these two 
months to the 3rd Sunday of each month.  There-
fore we will meet as follows: 
                                            
November, we will meet on Sunday, November 
20th. 
 December, we will meet on Sunday, December 
18th. 
  
Please mark your calendars NOW and plan on 
joining us for these last two meetings in 2011. See 
you at each breakfast.   
 

 

The Monday Night Circle (MNC) is pleased to 
announce that Saturday night, December 3, 
2011 is our fifth annual Advent Dinner/
Concert.  
 
This is our celebratory event to kick off the Ad-
vent season and a mission fund raiser for the 
MNC who will be preparing and serving the 
meal. The menu promises to lure your taste buds 
and the musical performance will be enriching.  
 
We are pleased to have Patsy Butler, òwho loves 
to sing and make people smileó, provide our mu-
sic for the evening. Patsy is a full-time local gos-
pel singer and also performs some old time 
country and òoldiesó favorites. She states òthat 
music is so universal that almost everyone can be 
touched through this avenue of ministry. Singing 
é yes it is my way of giving back to God what 
He has given me é my lifeó. You can learn more 
about Patsy on her website http://
home.comcast.net/-patsygbutler/site/  
 
Please save this date for a meaningful night of 
fellowship, good food, and wonderful entertain-
ment. In the coming weeks more information 
will be posted on the church website and in the 
bulletin regarding the menu, registration, and 
cost.  
 
 



KIDS WITH PURPOSE: Our next meeting will be Sun-
day, Nov. 13th,please allow your child or children to 
leave  after the children's sermon. We will me making 
sandwiches for the Stop Hunger Now lunch to be held 
right after church and of course the children will be a 
part of the Stop Hunger Event for the afternoon. 

We will also meet on Sunday, Nov. 20th for a Thanks-
giving lunch and a mission project for Meals On 
Wheels. I will be furnishing the Turkey if all of you will 
bring a traditional covered dish that your family likes to 
be shared with the group. For instance, dressing, green 
beans, mashed potatoes, corn pudding, and so forth. 
Please let me know what dish you will be bringing by 
the 16th of November. This is a family event, and all 
are invited, so I need to know who is coming and how 
many so I can buy the right size turkey or turkeys 

Our December will be busy also, play practice will 
begin on Saturday, Dec. 3rd,with a cereal and pop tart 
breakfast at 10. Parts will be handed out at that time 
and I would really like the Kids With Purpose to have 
the speaking parts and the younger children to fill in all 
the rest. We will continue our play practice on Sat. Dec. 
10th at 10 and the play will take place on Sunday the 
11th at 7.Please encourage your child to become a part 
of this play, since we are not doing a Night In Bethle-
hem this year. 

             

YOUTH: 2012 Christian Calendars are available! Beau-
tiful photos and Scripture. Great gift idea for those on 
your Christmas list! Only $6. Benefits go to the Youth 
Ministry. Ask any Jr. or Sr. High student to purchase 
one! 
   
Six students were confirmed on October 6, 2011. They 
include Amber Stake, Kayleigh Walter, Tony Lancaster, 
Alex Walters, Eric Martin, and Patrick Martin. We af-
firm their willingness to go through training, their 
openness in accepting the Gospel, and their courage in 
making this public profession of faith! Please continue 
to pray for them, welcoming them into this family of 
God and becoming involved in their continued spiritual 
growth in our Lord.  
  
Other Youth News: The TAGG Team (Jr. and Sr. Highs) 
will hear a testimony from a former Trinity student, 
Thomas Daddio (one of Brian Griffinõs students) on No-
vember 6. Jr. Highs meet from 5-6:30pm. Sr. Highs 
meet from 6- 7:30pm. Dinner for both is at 6pm. 
Thomas is 22 years old, is starting his own company, 
and will answer questions you have about following 
Christ.  
November 19 is our òField Tripó to the ROC. Richmond 
Outreach Center is an urban contemporary church. 
Dress down! This is worship like youõve never seen it! 
Weõll have pizza at the church, carpool to the ROC, 
then weõll stop by Sweet Frogs on the way back! Google 
the ROC for an idea of what to expect. 
 
Nov. 6 Sunday School 9:45am  
Nov. 11 Jr. High Fall Retreat, Eagle Eyrie  
Friday - Sunday  
Nov. 13 Sunday School 9:45 am  
Youth Group! Sr. Highs: 5:30-7:30 pm  
(No Jr. Highs because of Retreat!)  
Nov. 14 Corn Maze or Laser Tag! Let's go somewhere!  
School holiday!  
Nov. 20 Sunday School 9:45 am  
Youth Group! Jr. Highs: 4-6pm  
Sr. Highs: 5:30-7:30 pm  
(Date change because next weekend is Thanksgiving!)  
Nov. 24 Thanksgiving  
Nov. 27 Sunday School 9:45 am  
No youth group tonight because of holiday  
Dec. 2 Sr. High Fall Retreat, Eagle Eyrie KIDS WITH PURPOSE COLLECT  

TOILET PAPER FOR FOOD PANTRY!  



Advent Bible Study 
The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem 

 
òThe Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehemó, is based on the writings of Adam Hamilton. Using a DVD, Adam 
travels with us from Nazareth to Bethlehem in this fascinating look at the birth of Jesus Christ. Using historical in-
formation, archaeological findings, and personal reflections, Hamilton illuminates this most amazing moment in 
history. We will follow the footsteps of Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and others, gaining insight into our own 
journeys with Christ.  
 
This five week study begins November 20th during the Sunday School hour and is led by Brian Griffen. Pastor 
John will lead a group beginning Tuesday, November 22 at 11am.  
 
Please call the church office if you wish to participate so we can order the correct number of books.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

Thank you so much for the beautiful blankets your made for our baby girl, Haden. The pink 
prayer shawl was very comforting during pregnancy and Haden loves floor time on the pink, 
green and yellow flowery blanket. Both are so beautiful and very thoughtful. Thanks again 
for thinking of us and for sending your many blessings! We are extremely grateful.   

Love, Keith, Sarah & Haden McQuiddy 
 

Thank you so much for all the support you gave us during Johnõs hospital stay. Your cards, 
thoughts and prayers meant so much to us and helped us through some rough days. We feel 
so blessed to be part of such a caring church family.  

Sincerely, Anne & John Snead  

 

 

   Daylight Savings Time ends November 6. 

2012 Charge Conference 

Tuesday, November 22 

at 7pm 

Meet our new DS! 

The Reverend Dr. Steve Jones  

 

  



 The word Advent means "coming" or "arrival." 

The focus of the entire season is the celebration of the 

birth of Jesus the Christ in his First Advent (coming), 

and the anticipation of the return of Christ the King in 

his Second Advent. So, Advent is far more than simply 

remembering a 2,000 year old event in history. It is cel-

ebrating a truth about God, the revelation of God in 

Christ whereby all of creation might be reconciled to 

God. That is a process in which we now participateé 

and the consummation of which we anticipate. Scripture 

reading for Advent will reflect this dual emphasis, in-

cluding themes of accountability for faithfulness at His 

coming, judgment on sin, and the hope of eternal life. 

 In this double focus on past and future, Advent 

also symbolizes the spiritual journey of individuals and a 

congregation, as they affirm that Christ has come, that 

He is present in the world today, and that He will come 

again in power. That acknowledgment provides a basis 

for holy living arising from a profound sense that we 

live "between the times" and are called to be faithful 

 Prayer Shawls and Quilts have a 

powerful effect on their recipients both emotionally and 

spiritually.  This simple gift gives 

comfort and healing to those 

who are hurting and gives peace 

and strength to those facing life 

changing circumstances.  

 Why not start working on 

a shawl now.  The rewards to the 

maker and recipient are price-

less. 

 Our quarterly Prayer Shawl Ministry breakfast 

meeting will be held on Saturday, November 19, 

2011from 9 AM ð 12 Noon in the Commons. 

 Come with your current Prayer Shawl ministry 

project or idea and we will get to work 

on it.  If you would just to come and so-

cialize or brush up on your skills, you 

can do that too. Or learn to knit, crochet 

or quilt ðwe can teach you! 

 Bring a pot luck breakfast dish to 

share.  If you hate to cook and would 

like to bring paper plates, napkins or 

beverages, just let us know. 

stewards of what is entrusted to us as Godõs people.  

 So, itõs important to understand that as the 

church celebrates Godõs in-breaking into history in the 

Incarnation, and anticipates a future consummation to 

that history for which "all creation is groaning awaiting 

its redemption," it also confesses its own responsibility 

as a people com-

missioned to 

"love the Lord 

your God with 

all your heart" 

and to "love your 

ne ighbor  as 

yourself. 

 

TTHEHE  MMEANINGEANING  OFOF  AADVENTDVENT  
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PASTOR JOHN BRIGGS  |  PastorJohn@powahtanumc.us 

SANDRA LOWE, ADMINISTRATOR  |  church@powhatanumc.us 

ALLISON STOWERS, MUSIC & ARTS DIRECTOR  |  musicdirector@powhatanumc.us 

BRENDA BELL, YOUTH COORDINATOR | youthcorrdinator@powhatanumc.us  
MALENE UTELY, CHILDRENõS COORDINATOR  |  childrencoordinator@powhatanumc.us 

MELANIE PELOKE  |  webservant@powhatanumc.us   MIKE & RACHEL RAMEY, MESSENGER EDITORS   

DANA NETHERLAND & SUSAN COTTLE, NURSERY COORDINATORS  

SHARON BALTIMORE, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR  |  H ARVEY PAQUETTE, EVENT FACILITIES OVERSEER 

2253 Rosson Road, Powhatan 23139  |  (804) 598-4438 
WEBSITE: www.powhatanumc.us  |  EMAIL: church@powhatan.umc.us 

Deadline for December Messenger is Tuesday, November 15 

"Thanks to EVERYONE for helping to make this years Day in the Country a wonderful wit-
ness event.  We were blessed with GREAT weather this year and plenty of fun family activi-
ties for everyone!   Proceeds our Outreach and Witness programs!  Once again - thanks to 
you ALL for another successful event!"    
                                                       -Rose Tronge, DINC Chair & Vicki Abel, Council Chair 


