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Our faithful God continues to bless us in so many ways 

here at Powhatan United Methodist Church. We have 

been so fortunate to have Pastor John  with us for anoth-

er fruitful year. With God’s many blessings, and Pastor 

John’s guidance, not to mention our many faithful and 

supportive members , we have a loving church home that 

nurtures and cares for our church family, our community, 

and the world around us.  

 

Although the national and world economies continue to 

struggle, through the combined efforts of hardworking 

church lay leaders and our supportive church family, we 

have been able to maintain a high level of programming 

in all areas.  

 

Our annual Leadership Retreat was held January 22. This 

year’s theme was based on our new church statement: 

“Living as Christ’s Disciples within Our Hearts and Beyond 

Our Doors.” Our focus was exploring how we can become 

a church that goes beyond our doors, into the world as 

the concept of being “intentionally invitational,” and how 

we might incorporate that concept into our daily church 

life, through Nurture, Outreach, Witness and Worship. 

 

We were blessed to welcome 23 new members this year. 

 

It’s impossible to list all of the blessings we experienced 

this year, here are some highlights:   

Nurture: 

 In addition to our regular Sunday school classes, our 

Christian Education team continues to offer new stud-

ies. A Faith Lessons Bible study, “On the Death & Res-

urrection of the Messiah,” was held for 10 weeks be-

ginning in January. We also had a 5 week study on 

Islam. Pastor John taught a Lenten study. Church His-

tory 101: Ancient Church History & Medieval Christi-

anity was offered. Kicked off the fall with a study enti-

tled ‘Faith Lessons on the Promised Land.”  

 We have a new nursery. Space was converted to cre-

ate a safe sanctuary for our children. A Baby Shower 

was held to outfit the nursery with up to date toys 

and equipment with the them being Noah’s Ark.  

 Six confirmands joined the church. 

 173 UMCOR kits and five flood buckets were deliv-

ered to Annual Conference.  

 Prayer Shawl ministry made blankets for each of our 

graduating high school seniors as well as those ex-

pecting a baby and those diagnosed with cancer etc.  

They are also working with the Ruritans on a project 

to provide blankets to local law enforcement officers 

to comfort children in stressful situations. 

 A second season of “Fourth Sundaes”  was offered, 

providing an evening of fine music and ice cream sun-

daes on the fourth Sunday of each summer month. 

 We are excited to welcome our new Youth Coordina-

tor Brenda Bell. Brenda will work with our Junior and 

Senior High Youth.  

 The congregational care team continues to serve our 

members in many ways, including serving commun-

ion to our homebound members.  



 The JOY club, “Just Older Youth” continues to meet 

for fellowship through means and interesting pro-

grams.  In addition to this group we also have the 

Primetimers another vibrant and active group of 

God’s people on the go.  

 The Monday Night Circle and the Circle of Friends are 

wonderful avenues of both fellowship and service; 

they continue to faithfully support World Service kits 

and locally The Hermitage. The Monday Night Circle 

hosts the annual Let Us Break Bread Together dinner 

and concert in December, kicking off the Advent sea-

son.  

 The United Methodist Men is active and growing. Ac-

tivities include clean on the church grounds, providing  

breakfast after  the Easter Sunrise Service, working 

with Movers and Shakers, fish fry fundraiser, and 

working at the Coalition of Churches Antique Power 

Show.  

Outreach:  

 We continue to actively support the Free Clinic of 

Powhatan, Stop Hunger Now, and Powhatan Habitat 

for Humanity.  

 The Movers & Shakers work with the Coalition of 

Churches to provide firewood for those in need and 

to make repairs to local homes.  

 The youth of the church, through Kids with Purpose 

as well as Junior & Senior High are involved in many 

kinds of mission work from supporting Meals on 

Wheels, the local food pantry, to sending goodie box-

es to those in the military. 

 PUMC has been instrumental in the operation of the 

Ruby Leonard Food Pantry. 

 Scouting continues to be an important and active 

component of life at PUMC. 

Witness:  

 Once again, our annual Witness events, including the 

Children’s Christmas play, the Annual Easter Egg 

Hunt, and A day in the Country were popular with the 

community. This year we tried something new and 

did not charge tickets for activities at our Day in the 

Country making it even more a witness opportunity 

for the community at large.  

 The theme for this year’s VBS was “Shake It Up, 

Where Kids Carry Out God’s Recipe. 

 Trunk or Treat provided a safe alternative to neigh-

borhood trick or treating for the children in our area. 

In addition to candy gathering activities included 

games, a costume contest and a light meal.  

Worship:  

 The Dorcas Ministry continues to bless us with new 

banners and paraments.  

 

 

 

 

 Special music events included the Christmas and East-

er cantatas. We held the Ash Wednesday Service as 

well as the “Living Last Supper” during the Maundy 

Thursday Service again this year. 

 Our Children’s Choir continues to bless us once a 

month with a special song at worship! 

 



 A SPECIAL EASTER  

MUSIC INVITATION!!! 
 

Join us on Wednesdays at 7:00pm 
                    to rehearse for our Special Easter Music!   

  

Also, you are invited to join the Voices of Victory Choir that 

sings on Sunday mornings, alternating between the two ser-

vices.  We rehearse at 7:45pm on Wednesdays immediately 

following our Easter Music rehearsals. Love, Allison 

 

CHURCH RECEIVES GIFT OF MUSIC 

Our Worship & Song hymnals are given to the glory of 

God by a member of our church family in the memory of 

her grandfather, Ted J. Sierzan. Ted was a proud mem-

ber of the United Methodist Church in Bristol, Indiana 

and served in the choir for over 30 years. He was a won-

derful Christian man with a lovely tenor voice. He is 

missed.  

 

 

UMM BREAKFAST MEETINGS: 

We will meet on Sunday, January 22  
at 7:15am. Please mark your calen-
dars NOW and plan on joining us. See you at breakfast.   

JUST OLDER YOUTH (55+) 

Please mark your calendars to join this group on 
Wednesday, January 11 at 11:30am. Our friendly Zeb 
Saunders will entertain us with his magic and clowning. 
He’s always a big hit and sure to bring smiles. For more 
information contact Pat Williams at 598-6813.  

MNC 

Monday Night Circle meeting will be held 7:00 p.m., 
Monday, January 23, at the home of Marie Forden and 
dessert hostess will be Frances Wiatt.  

If you were unable to attend the 1/1/12 Cov-

enant worship service and would like to 

make your covenant please call the church 

office for the CD of the service and complete 

this form and return to church.  

   My Covenant 2012 

O God,  
you know that I make this covenant with you 
today without guile or reservation. 
If any falsehood should be in it,  
guide me and help me to set it aright. 
And now, glory be to you, O God the Father, 
whom I from this day forward shall look upon  
as my God and Father. 
Glory be to you, O God the Son, 
who have loved me and washed me 
from my sins in your own blood, 
and now is my Savior and Redeemer. 
Glory be to you, O God the Holy Spirit, 
who by your almighty power  
have turned my heart from sin to God. 

  
O mighty God, the Lord Omnipotent, Father,  
Son, and Holy Spirit, 
you have now become my Covenant Friend. 
And I, through your infinite grace,  
have become your covenant servant. So be it. 
And let the covenant I have made on earth  
be ratified in heaven.  Amen. 
 

Signature _____________________________________ 

Date _________________________________________ 

Welcome to the world,  Carson Tyler Franklin; infant 

son of Bennett and David Franklin born on December 

6, 2011. He joins brother Colby in the Franklin house-

hold. Maternal grandparents are Dorothy and David 

Samuel.  



Ponderings…       

From Pastor John 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Vital Congregations 

Last year, our Council of Bishops announced a new initia-

tive to help make the UMC a more vibrant, effective and 

relevant church.  It is based on 2 teachings of Jesus: the 

Great Commandment to make disciples for the transfor-

mation of the world, (Matt. 28:18-20) and the Great 

Commandment to love God and to love your neighbor as 

yourself. (Matt. 22:36-40) In 2012 UM churches’ across 

the connection will be engaged in this movement of re-

newal named, Vital Congregations.       

It is best understood by looking at three core elements.  

First, Vital Congregations have these characteristics: 

•Inviting & Inspiring Worship 

•Engaged Disciples in mission & outreach 

•Gifted, Empowered & Equipped Lay Leadership 

•Effective, Equipped & Inspired Clergy Leadership 

•Small Group Ministries 

•Strong Children’s & Youth Ministry 

 

Second, Vital Congregations are identified as being: 

•Spirit-filled, forward-leaning communities of believers 

that welcome all people (Gal.3:28) 

•Places where Disciples of Jesus Christ are made through 

the power of the Holy Spirit. (Matt. 28:18-20) 

•Communities that serve like Christ through justice and 

mercy ministries. (Micah 6:8, Luke 4:17-21) 

Third, a Vital Congregation will achieve its mission to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 

the world by its equipping and empowering its people to 

be Disciples of Jesus Christ in their homes and communi-

ties around the world. 

It is no secret that mainline churches across denomina-

tions have been in a state of decline for over 10 years.  

We live in a dramatically different world that continues to 

change. This kind of change is not new, but the dramatic 

nature of the change and its rapid pace requires the 

church to address its place in the world in the context of 

its new culture.  The Gospel message is unchanged, but 

people in the fast paced culture of today hear in ways we 

never thought possible even 20 years ago.  To be relevant 

and effective witnesses for God’s transforming of the 

world, we must meet people where they are and respond 

in ways they can understand and embrace.   This is the 

purpose of the Vital Congregations initiative.  

Our church council will meet on January 21st and will dis-

cuss how our church can most effectively embrace this 

movement of renewal and hope.  Please reflect on and 

pray about, how you believe our church can best fulfill its 

mission in the years ahead.  Our leaders will be asking for 

your guidance.   

God’s best to you and yours in this New Year, 

Pastor John  
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TROOP 1823  

The Scouts of Cub Scout Pack 1823 and the Boy 

Scout Troop 1823 are sponsored by Powhatan Unit-

ed Methodist Church, for information about joining 

the Cub or Boy Scouts, contact Bruce Ashby at 804-

514-9926.  

 

FUNERAL RECEPTIONS AT PUMC 

All women of the church, are asked to participate in 

food preparation, for funeral receptions.  When the 

need arises, please call Sally Marchand, the funeral 

reception coordinator, in order to provide a varied 

menu.  Her number is 598-8178   

FREE CLINIC 

Powhatan UMC supports the Free Clinic of 

Powhatan by providing a simple supper meal once 

a month for the staff of 12 doctors and nurses. 

Other churches/groups provide the meal on the 

remaining Monday nights.  The Free Clinic sends 

their thanks this month to the 

Upper Room Small Group for 

providing the meal. 

WORLD SERVICE KITS 

Let's do it again and see if we can do as well as last year.  It's 
time to do World Service Kits again so please contribute to 
make it a success and we will let 
you know what we need to fill the 
kits.  It is a church wide project 
and we are only the hands that 
put them together.  We will do 
school kits, health kits, layette kits 
and birthing kits.  

In Memoriam 

Faye Newton 

March 20, 1952-
December 15, 2011 

THE CIRCLE OF FRIENDS  

The Circle of Friends are gathering on January 2, 2012 at 
10 AM for refreshments and meeting is at 10:30.  The 
new leaders are Phyllis Hartman and Mary Margaret 
Murphy.  Peggy Case will have devotions and refresh-
ments.  All ladies are welcome to attend.  Come and help 
plan our year.   

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY 

The Youth from Little Zion Baptist Church will spon-

sor a community unity event on January 16. Watch 

your weekly church bulletin for more details.  



Preschool News 

The Preschool would like to thank Anne Timberlake for her 
service for the past six years as Chairman of the Preschool 
Board. Anne has done a spectacular job as both a board 
member and chairman. Although we will miss her exper-
tise on our board we are so happy that she is now teach-
ing our Pre K class. 

We welcome Jane Brown who will take over as Preschool 
Board Chair in January.  How fortunate we are to have 
such talented church members serve in this capacity!  

KIDS WITH PURPOSE 

Many thanks to all the Children that participated in our 
wonderful, outstanding Christmas Play. You were all out-
standing. Lets do it again next year!!! 
  
Children's Church will continue to meet each Sunday dur-
ing the 11 o'clock worship service for all children ages 4 
thru 9 that is a change since our 10 year olds will be serv-
ing as acolytes.  I will also continue to need volunteer 
parents to do Children's church, because our children 
need to see other faces other than mine. Please let me 
know if you are available for any of the following 
dates, Jan. 1st, 8th, 15th, and 29th. It's not a hard job but 
it is an important job and our children are super! Please 
call me if you would like any of these Sundays or perhaps 
some other time. Thank you  Malene 347-7913 
  
We will be meeting on January 8th immediately after the 
11 o'clock service. Please bring your lunch, I will furnish 
drinks. We will be doing a mission project for Meals on 
Wheels. Hope to see you there. 
  
The Farmville District Children's Retreat will be held on 
January 21st-22nd at the Blackstone Retreat Center. As 
of this newsletter, we have 10 children and 2 adults 
attending. If interested, and would like your child to  

 
 
attend, please contact Darlene Martin @ 598 7872. 
  
The Kids with Purpose will meet on Jan. 29th to go out to 
lunch and maybe bowling if I can reserve a few lanes, this 
is a whole family event, so everyone is invited, I just need 
to know by Sunday, January 22nd so I can reserve the 
space.   
 
Happy New Year from the Children's Ministries 
Call Malene Utley with questions at 347-7913.  

 

 

Unity Worship Service 

Sunday, January 29, 2012 

10am 



Upcoming  

Youth  

Calendar  

Dec. 30 Deadline for signing up for the United Nations 

Seminar on June 25-29, 2012 

Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve Lock in 

Jan. 01 New Year’s Day! 10am Unity Service, no Sunday 

School 

Jan. 08 Sunday School, 9:45am 

              Biscuit Bake Fundraiser—Senior Highs have this 

one! 

              Youth Group: Jr 5-6:30pm Sr 6-7:30pm 

Jan. 15 Sunday School, 9:45am 

Jan. 22 Sunday School, 9:45am 

              Youth Group: Jr 5-6:30pm Sr 6-7:30pm 

Jan. 29 Unity Service, 10am 

Feb. 05 Sunday School, 9:45am 

              Biscuit Bake Fundraiser—Junior Highs have this 

one! 

              Youth Group: Jr 5-6:30pm Sr 6-7:30pm 

Feb. 12 Sunday School, 9:45am 

Feb. 19 Sunday School, 9:45am 

              Youth Group: Jr 5-6:30pm Sr 6-7:30pm 

Feb. 20 Ski Trip to Masssanutten 

 

Feb. 24-26 District Youth Retreat at Eagle Eyrie 

Feb. 26 Sunday School, 9:45am 

 

The Tagg Team has been busy studying about how to 

pray and the different types of prayer. We listed our bur-

dens on paper, played a game about how we try to put 

our burdens on our friends and then burned the paper 

payers as incense to God, who handles our burdens 

better than anyone else!! 

 

We also had two University of South Carolina freshmen 

students come to share with us about their experiences 

as “Missionary Kids’. Both have spent most of their lives 

outside the US one in Nepal, one in South Africa. They 

have a very different perspective on American culture 

and Christianity! We thank Erick and Trevor for their time 

and candor! 

 

Let’s make the UM District Retreat on February 24-26 a 

PRIORITY! 

 

And don’t forget to get your snowboards ready for Febru-

ary 20. I’ll be on the “bunny” slope! Brenda Bell  

The staff of Powhatan UMC would like to thank the 

congregation for the very generous love offerings we 

received this year. It was a blessing to all and we ap-

preciated it so much. Happy New Year and we look 

forward to another great year in 2012.  



 Worship Christmas Day 

 
 

           Let Us Break Bread Together 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              Joy Club  
                   
 
 

   
                                                                 

 

  aŜǊǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ      

IŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ 


