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News from the Finance Team  
As you know, this has been a busy year for the Finance 

Team as we worked to restructure the churchôs finances and 

spending to address the reduced level of giving this year.  

In this continuing effort, the Finance Team approved at its 

October 7 meeting the need to begin reviewing the churchôs 

financial reports in conjunction with developing polices and 

procedures for the churchôs financial structure. These pro-

cedures will be drafted for Finance Committeeôs review 

and then forwarded to Church Council for final ap-

proval. The anticipated timeline for completion of these 

procedures will be the spring of 2010.   

We are so blessed to have dedicated committee members 

assisting with ensuring the ministries of the PUMC are 

funded, as well as meeting our other obligations.  We ask 

for your continued financial and prayer support  

Day in the Country ð  

A Success, No Doubt!  
A heartfelt thank you to all the volunteers who made this yearôs Day in the Country 

such a fabulous event.  What a wonderful day of many blessings!   

Psalm 133:1 ~ How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! 

This yearôs event brought in more than $6,500!!!  After we pay expenses, the balance will provide resources for our Mis-

sion and Witness ministries. We were blessed in many areas and these gifts allow us to pass the blessings on!  

We sold 250 wristbands and 700 tickets, totaling $925 

Yard Sale Items generated more than $1,000 in sales 

Bake Sale Items completely sold out with more than $600 in 

sales 

Blood Drive had 21 registrants who were able to provide 15 

units of blood 

12 vendors provided $300 in income 

Several sponsors gave more than $850 in cash and supplies 

Last, but certainly not least, Cinderella, a goat from the petting zoo, 

started labor at the event and had twin doelings that evening! (More on 

pages7 and 8) 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY November 8  

If you are interested in joining PUMC, 
please see Pastor John or call the church 
office ~ 598-4438.  

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a 
biblical perspective do not view the money given to their 
church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such con-
gregations see financial contributions as a way to help 
people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by 
supporting their churchôs mission and ministry with a per-
centage of their incomes. 

During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, No-
vember 1, you can make your financial commitments to 
our churchôs ministries. 

Everyone ~ member or attendee ~ who completes an Esti-
mate of Giving Card does so voluntarily. We especially 
urge those who feel strongly opposed to completing a card 
to attend. The procedure is done in such a way that no one 
feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to 
fill out a card. 

During morning worship our guest leader will conduct a 
brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by 
members making their commitments as a confidential act 
of worship. Home solicitation is not a part of this program. 

Participate in Consecration Sunday events! Thanks in ad-
vance for your enthusiastic participation! 

What Is God Calling Me to Give?  
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Powhatan United Methodist Church Ministry Team  

Pastor John Briggs ~ PastorJohn@powhatanumc.us 

Sandra Lowe, Administrator ~ church@powhatanumc.us 

Allison Stowers, Music & Arts Director ~ musicdirector@powhatanumc.us 

Malene Utley, Youth Director and Childrenôs Coordinator ~ childrencoordinator@powhatanumc.us 

Rose Marie Tronge ~ webservant@powhatanumc.us  

Sharon Baltimore, Preschool Director * Tina James, Nursery Coordinator * Harvey Paquette, Event/Facilities Overseer 

 

2253 Rosson Road, Powhatan 23139   (804) 598-4438 

Website: www.powhatanumc.us * email: church@powhatanumc.us 

Deadline for the Decem-
ber ñMessenger =  

Monday, November 16 

Youth and Childrenõs Ministries      by Malene Utley ~ 347-7913 

The Messenger ~ November 2009 

Childrenôs Church, with an average attendance of 15, meets every Sunday excluding the fifth ñUnityò Sunday. Volun-

teers are needed to help with Childrenôs Church. If you have a talent for working with children, please call me! 

Whatõs Happening in the World of  

Senior High Youth ~ 2009 - 2010  

Sunday, November 1 ~ Regular meeting from 7:00-9:00 

p.m.; mission project to clean out kitchen and pantry 

Sunday, November 8 ~ Help set up and unload truck for 

Stop Hunger Now; help take down 

Thursday, November 12 ~ Mission Project and Fund 

Raiser: Ruritan Dinner 

Saturday, November 21 ~ Northfield:  mission trip to 

work on prayer garden. Lunch there. 

Sunday, November22 ~ Regular Meeting and dinner. Mis-

sion project: Start Cleaning Out Attic Above Storage Room 

Sunday, November 29 ~ Help set up for fifth Sunday 

Brunch 

December 4-7 ~ Senior High Conference at Eagle Eyrie. 

See Malene for more details 

Saturday, December 5 ~ Angel Breakfast. Be there by 

7:00 a.m. Bring gifts for Christmas Mother (possibly wrap-

ping gifts for Christmas Mother after play practice). All 

Monies due for District Youth Retreat to be held at 

VUMC  in Blackstone on January 1-3. 

Sunday, December13 ~ A Night in Bethlehem ~ help with 

refreshments and/or be a part of the Bethlehem cast 

Saturday, December 19 ~ Christmas Parade 3:00. Help 

decorate float or truck at 1:00 and/or be on the float for the 

parade. Christmas Dinner at Maleneôs at 6:00 p.m. Project: 

Make luminaries for Christmas Eve services. 

Thursday, December 24 ~ Place and light luminaries for 

5:00 and 10:00 services 

 MERRY CHRISTMAS  

Friday-Sunday, January 1-3 ~ Annual District Youth Re-

treat, VUMC in Blackstone. Leave church at 5:30; light 

dinner served before we leave. 

Attention All Junior High Youth and Parents   

Sunday, November 1 ~ 5:00-7:00 p.m. Mission project: 

clean the nursery. 

Sunday, November 8 ~ Help set up and unload truck for 

Stop Hunger Now; help take down 

Saturday, November 21 ~ Northfield: mission work on 

prayer garden leave church at 8:30 a.m. Lunch there. 

Sunday, November 22 ~ Regular meeting from 5:00-7:00 

p.m., mission project to clean nursery 

Sunday, November 29 ~ Fifth ñUnityò Sunday service 

brunch; help break down 

Saturday, December 5 ~ Angel Breakfast, be there by 

7:00 a.m. Bring gifts for the Christmas Mother. Money due 

for Youth retreat in January. 

Sunday, December 13 ~ A Night in Bethlehem ~ help 

with refreshments or be a part of the cast.  

Saturday, December 19 ~ Powhatan Christmas Parade, be 

on float, or help decorate at 1:00; Christmas dinner at 

Maleneôs to make luminaries for Christmas Eve Services.  

Thursday, December 24 ~ Place and light luminaries for 5 

and 10 oôclock services.  

 MERRY CHRISTMAS  

January 1-3 ~ District Youth Retreat ~ Blackstone, VUMC. 

Leave church at 5:30 Friday evening, dinner here before we 

leave                                                      Continued on page 7 

Do our Junior  High Youth have 

fun? See for yourself!  

This is what happens when you 
mix shaving cream, cheetos and 
10 minutes of game time on a 
Sunday afternoon. In case you 
canôt tell, these guys are Alex 
Walters (left) and Sam Ashby 
(right). (But can you tell?) 
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Meet the Leaders ~ Linda Chaffins  

    Ponderings from Pastor John  
Each one should use whatever gift he has received to 

serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in 

its various forms. 1 Pet 4:10 

 

The sermon series ~ ñExploring Our Spiritual Giftsò ~ 

concluded last Sunday by our dedicating our gifts to 

Godôs service. It was a joyous experience to see our 

congregation commit to using their gifts, several in 

new ways and many for the first time. I am reminded 

of the lyrics to a song I learned as a child é ñthere is 

joy, joy, joy, joy, down in my heart, down in my heart, 

down in my heart éò.  Indeed there is joy in my heart, 

and I know the joy of Christ will fill each of you as 

you use your gifts for the greater purposes of God.  It 

is the joy that Jesus prayed for us at the Passover meal 

the night he was arrested.  ñé I say these things while 

I am still in the world, so that they (Christôs disciples) 

may have the full measure of my joy within them.ò 

John 17:13b 

It is also a joy to tell you that our leadership team for 

2010 is almost complete. There is no doubt God is at 

work in this place as our people have responded to the 

discernment and call of 

our Lay Leadership 

Committee.  I thank both 

new and continuing lead-

ers, for the selfless com-

mitment to follow 

Christôs call to serve, and 

to be a part of Godôs 

continuing work in the 

world. I encourage everyone to make a special point to 

thank the leaders of our church for their service. 

In response, on the Sunday before Thanksgiving 

(November 22), I am appropriately titling my sermon, 

ñGiving Thanks Before Thanksgiving.ò (We will also 

celebrate Holy Communion this day, since November 

1st was Consecration Sunday.)  We have so much to be 

thankful for at PUMC.  Most especially as we see God 

working in and through us. 

Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, from ever-

lasting to everlasting. Amen and Amen. Ps 41:13  

Pastor John  

The youngest of six, 

Linda Chaffins grew up 

in Sherando Valley out-

side of Waynesboro, Va. 

Lindaôs parents were 

both leaders in the local 

Methodist church and 

community while she 

was growing up, so it 

was only natural that 

Linda be a leader in her 

own church. ñThis was 

something modeled for us,ò she says. ñWhen God gives 

you lots, you need to give back.ò 

Linda currently serves as Trustee Chair and Outreach Coor-

dinator. She also teaches the contemporary studies adult 

Sunday school class which she considers part of her family. 

Though her parents and grandparents were Methodists, 

Linda said she was open to other denominations when she 

and her husband, Douglas, first moved to Powhatan in 

1994. PUMC was only the second local church they visited, 

but they never went anywhere else. The singing of her fa-

vorite song, ñStanding on the Promises,ò and talk of a 

church mission trip to Oklahoma on that first Sunday 

greatly influenced her decision to stay.  

Throughout the years, she has worn many hats within the 

churchôs leadership ï closest to her heart includes her work 

with the churchôs young people as childrenôs ministry chair 

and starting Pioneer Club. She says she has served in al-

most every area of the church besides singing in the choir 

(which she doesnôt see ever happening). 

Linda has worked for the Virginia Department of Correc-

tions for 36 years and currently serves as training supervi-

sor for community corrections and treatment with the 

Academy for Staff Development. She has also served as a 

probation officer and deputy chief through Corrections. 

Linda met her husband through work and they have been 

together 34 years. The Chaffins have two adult children, 

Amy and Nathaniel, and are excited about the prospect of 

being grandparents for the first time in December. When 

sheôs not working or serving the church, Linda finds time 

to check out yard sales, garden and spend time with best 

bud, Malene Utley. 

 


