
  

 

Consecration Sunday November 1   
Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a 
biblical perspective do not view the money Christians give 
to their church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such 
congregations see financial contributions as a way to help 
people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by 
supporting their churchôs mission and ministry with a per-
centage of their incomes. 

Our congregationôs finance committee has selected the 
Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program as a way to 
teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giv-
ing in our stewardship education emphasis this year. 

Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of 
the need of the giver to give for his or her own spiritual 
development, rather than on the need of the church to re-
ceive. Instead of treating people like members of a social 
club who should pay dues, we will treat people like follow-
ers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of 
discipleship. Consecration Sunday encourages people to-
ward proportionate and systematic giving in response to the 
question, ñWhat percentage of my income is God calling 
me to give?ò  

During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, Novem-
ber 1, we are asking our attendees and members to make 

their financial com-

mitments to our churchôs missionary, benevolent and edu-
cational ministries in this community and around the world. 

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of 
Giving Card does so voluntarily by attending morning wor-
ship on Consecration Sunday. We urge people to attend 
who feel strongly opposed to completing a card. The proce-
dure is done in such a way that no one feels personal em-
barrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card. 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete 
cards. During morning worship our guest leader will con-
duct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed 
by members making their commitments as a confidential 
act of worship. 

We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday 
events through the Consecration Sunday team and Church 
Council members. Since we will make no follow-up visits 
to ask people to complete their cards, we will make every 
effort to inform, inspire and commit everyone to attend 
Consecration Sunday worship. 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in 
Consecration Sunday events. 

Vicki Abel 
Church Council Chairperson  

Itôs our largest 
community 
event of the 
year ï Day in 

the Country, Saturday, October 17, 10:00-3:00, 
rain or shine! 
 
Last year, Powhatan United Methodist Church 
was blessed with the support of our community 
at our annual Day in the Country and collected 
more than $4,000 to put directly into our Out-
reach ministries!  A few of our Outreach pro-
grams include local organizations such as 
Habitat for Humanity, Meals on Wheels and 
Powhatan Food Pantry.  

With the economic difficulties many are facing, 
Day in the Country is more important than 
ever. This year weôd like to double the income 
so we are able to help all those in need. Cele- 
brate the joys of the fall season and join us for 
this festive event ~ Invite/Bring Your Friends 
and Neighbors!   

We hope to continue making a difference to 
stop world hunger and help those in need.  Day 
in the Country would not be a 20-year success 
without you!  Together we can make a differ-
ence in the world.   

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Rose Marie Tronge, Event Coordinator 

    Community Outreach!  
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Youth and Childrenõs Ministries      by Malene Utley ~ 347-7913 

Welcome Kids With Purpose  

Sunday, September 27 ~ Meet following the 11:00 a.m. 

service; lunch and mission work for Meals On Wheels. 

Sunday, October 4 ~ Lunch and tour Maymont Park. 

Leave church at 12. Need chaperones and drivers. 

Saturday, October 17 ï Day In the Country ~ We will be 

taking care of the cotton candy booth that entire day. 

Sunday, November 1 ~ Meet following the 11:00 a.m. 

service; lunch and baking for Stop Hunger 

Now. 

Sunday, November 8 ~ Stop Hunger Now; 

help set up and take down 

Saturday, December 5 ~ Angel Breakfast 

begins at 8:00; stay for A Night In Bethle-

hem practice and take down. Monies due for 

Childrenôs Retreat January 16-17. 

Sunday, December 13 ~ A Night In Bethle-

hem, please be at the Christian Life Center 

by 5:30 to dress and get ready for produc-

tion. 

Thursday, December 24 ~ Family Christmas Eve Service 

at 5:00 p.m.; I need your help with parts during service. 

 MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

 January 16-17 ~ Annual District Childrenôs Retreat for 

grades 3-6 at VUMC in Blackstone.  We will be leaving at 

7:00 a.m. Parents: I will need chaperones! 

J 

Whatõs Happening in the World of 
Senior High Youth ~ 2009 - 2010  

Sunday, October 4 ~ Regular Senior High meeting at 

church from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Will be planning childrenôs 

games for Day in the Country. Mission Project: Clean Out 

Kitchen Pantry in the Christian Life Center 

Sunday, October 11 ~ Fund Raiser: Biscuit Sale between 

services and Sunday school. Be there by 8:30 a.m. Fun 

event that day: Bowling and Lunch! Leave church after 

11:00 a.m. service. Bring money for lunch and bowling 

Saturday, October 17 ~ Day in the Country mission pro-

ject: man the kidsô games 

Saturday, October 24 ~ Join Miss Malene at the ALS 

walk in Bryan Park. Leave church at 10:00, grab lunch and 

be back by 2:00 

Saturday, October 31 ~ Mission projects: 

Help decorate gym for ñTrunk or Treat.ò 

Be there by 10:30; return at 6:00 p.m. to 

man childrenôs games * Costumes re-

quired 

Saturday, November 7 ~ Lock-In starting 

with dinner at 6:30. Practice Youth Ser-

vice for next day. Project for the day: set 

up tables for Stop Hunger Now mission 

Sunday, November 8 ~ Youth Service 

During Both Services and Stop Hunger 

Now 

Thursday, November 12 ~ Mission Project and Fund 

Raiser: Ruritan Dinner 

Sunday, November 22 ~ Regular meeting and dinner. Mis-

sion project: Start Cleaning Out Attic Above Storage Room 

December 4-7 ~ Senior High Conference at Eagle Eyrie. 

See Malene for more details 

Saturday, December 5 ~ Angel Breakfast. Be there by 

7:00 a.m. Bring gifts for Christmas Mother (possibly wrap-

ping gifts for Christmas Mother after play practice). All 

Monies due for District Youth Retreat to be held at 

VUMC  in Blackstone. 

Sunday, December 13 ~ A Night in Bethlehem ~ help with 

refreshments and/or be a part of the Bethlehem cast 

 

PUMCôs Senior/Junior/Kids With Purpose/Childrenôs Church groups are a happening bunch! Check out what weôre do-

ing. Want to join us? Youth and parents are encouraged, welcomed, needed, wanted é so come on! 

Continued on page 7 
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Powhatan United Methodist Church Ministry Team  

Pastor John Briggs ~ PastorJohn@powhatanumc.us 

Sandra Lowe, Administrator ~ church@powhatanumc.us 

Allison Stowers, Music & Arts Director ~ musicdirector@powhatanumc.us 

Malene Utley, Youth Director and Childrenôs Coordinator ~ childrencoordinator@powhatanumc.us 

Rose Marie Tronge ~ webservant@powhatanumc.us  

Sharon Baltimore, Preschool Director * Tina James, Nursery Coordinator * Harvey Paquette, Event/Facilities Overseer 

 

2253 Rosson Road, Powhatan 23139   (804) 598-4438 

Website: www.powhatanumc.us * email: church@powhatanumc.us 

Deadline for the Novem-
ber ñMessenger =  

Tuesday, October 13 
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We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If 

a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to 

his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let 

him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is 

contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; 

if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing 

mercy, let him do it cheerfully. Rom 12:6-8 

 

During the month of October, I will continue my sermon 

series on ñExploring )ur Spiritual Gifts.ò  In addition, 

there will be a spiritual gifts class beginning Saturday, Oc-

tober 3.   

If you have been wondering how to identify your spiritual 

gifts and how you might use them, this is the class for you.  

Several people from our congregation participated a few 

years ago and can attest to the impact it has had on their 

faith journey.  It only re-

quires a minimal commit-

ment of time, but the bene-

fits can last a lifetime.   

Weôre all blessed by God 

with spiritual gifts, but we 

canôt use them if we have 

not identified them.   

I encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity to 

grow in faith and the understanding of your place in Godôs 

plan for redeeming the world. 

Using your particular gifts will be easy.  Look at all thatôs 

going on at PUMC on our Web site ~   powhatanumc.us  

Thereôs a place for all to serve. 

 

Blessings,  Pastor John  

Meet the Leaders ~ Joanne Anderton  

When asked why she volunteers at 

PUMC, Joanne quickly responds: 

ñWhy wouldnôt you? Itôs just a part of 

being a Methodist. If youôve ever stud-

ied John Wesley, itôs what weôre called 

to do as Christians.ò  

Joanne currently serves as Lay Leader 

at PUMC. She also volunteers as Senior High Youth Sun-

day School teacher, as well as an active member on both 

the Outreach and Building committees.  As Lay Leader, 

Joanne said: ñI am a liaison between the congregation and 

the leadership of the church.ò  She encourages members to 

come to her with suggestions about programming or the 

ministries at PUMC. 

Joanne and her husband, David, recently celebrated their 

28th wedding anniversary! Their son, Tyler, is a Junior at 

Powhatan High School. The Anderton family moved to 

Powhatan in 1995 and have been members of PUMC ever 

since. Joanne says she ñcontinues to enjoy the sense of 

family and fellowship at our church.ò 

Joanne works part time at her husbandôs office, American 

Forest Management, a land and timber management com-

pany.  When not working, this North Carolina native enjoys 

gardening, cooking and traveling. Favorite foods include 

Mediterranean, Italian and Mexican. She also loves all 

types of music and going to concerts with her family, but 

says her favorite style of music is classic rock.  

Albert Schweitzer (1875-1965) was a German French phy-

sician, Christian theologian, musician, author and philoso-

pher who spent years as a medical missionary in West Cen-

tral Africa. In 1953, he received the Nobel Peace Prize. 

When Schweitzer died, writer Norman Cousins penned a 

tribute to this Renaissance man. He mentioned Schweit-

zerôs prolific use of his many talents. Toward the end of his 

article, Cousins wrote: ñBut beyond these explanations, it 

seems to be there is something else about Schweitzer. The 

best way I can say it is that somehow or other, he seemed 

to understand what God wanted from him, and he re-

sponded with a glad and willing heart.  

As Schweitzer explained:  

The only ones among you who will be really 
happy are those who have sought and found how 
to serve. ... No job is boring if we can see 
Godôs purpose in it!  No ray of sunlight is ever 
lost, but the green which it awakens into exis-
tence needs time to sprout, and it is not always 
granted to the sower to see the harvest. Work 
that is worth anything is always done in faith.ò 

Sacrament of Baptism ~ July 19, 2009  

Devin Tyler Adams, son of Justin and Melissa Adams 

Welcome!  Claire Michelle Griffen  

Daughter of Brian and Karen Griffen, born July 29. 

Schweitzerõs Glad & Willing Heart 

    What Are Your Spiritual Gifts?       
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Top 10 Reasons to Join 

the Choir  

 by Allison Stowers ~ 651-5488 

1. Our choir is part of the amazing and vital music minis-

try at PUMC. Each member is valued and appreciated! 

2. Need some exercise? Obtain ñAbs of Steelò through 

laughing and singing each week. No ñAb rollerò or 

monthly membership fees! 

3. Stuck in the house all day with little ones? Join the 

choir and get FREE adult company! 

4. Empty nest syndrome? Fill any void in your life with 

numerous friends and cohorts! 

5. Stressed out, tired after a long day of work? Leave your 

stress at the door! You may retrieve your stress when 

we are done, OR leave it for the Lord to handle! 

6. Save money on your church attire. With a choir robe, 

you may wear the same outfit with no one knowing! 

7. Make new friends and have a large, stable and loving 

support system. 

8. Free cough drops! Courtesy of John Pearman!  

9. Have the best seat in the house for baptisms! 

10. Experience the tingles up your spine as the Holy Spirit 

flows from you through the music! 

Having fun is the ONLY requirement! Join us on Wednes-

day nights in the Sanctuary. Practice for the Christmas Can-

tata from 7:00-7:45 p.m. Practice for Sunday morning mu-

sic from 7:45-8:30 p.m. Call me if you have questions! 

Cub Scouts Move to PUMC!  
For years, PUMC has supported the youth program of-

fered by Cub Scout Pack 1823. The pack serves young 

boys from 1st through 5th grade and provides a great op-

portunity for learning about their community, the out-

doors and the values of scouting. Importantly, this pro-

gram is also a natural compliment to the mission of the 

church. Whether providing a location for weekly meet-

ings or for a community campout, the church has consis-

tently been a strong supporter. 

Earlier this summer, it was decided with the consent of 

the church council and the unanimous vote of the pack 

leaders that Cub Scout Pack 1823 would officially move 

to PUMC and be chartered by the church. We are very 

excited about this move and believe it will provide a 

great opportunity to work more closely with Boy Scout 

Troop 1823, also chartered by PUMC, and provide a 

comprehensive mission outreach through the church for 

the boys in our community. 

If you are interested in your son(s) joining Cub Scouts or 

Boy Scouts at PUMC, contact Joe Walters ~ 598-4868. 

Preschool Enrolls 114!  
by Sharon Baltimore 

Preschool has started, and we have 114 children attending 

two, three, four or five days a week. We are happy all 

classes are full, but are still accepting names on our ówait 

list.ô Please continue to let new families know about us. 

In addition to keeping our tuition rates low, we have 

given $2,300 in tuition assistance from our Audry Missi-

mer Scholarship Fund to help deserving families send 

their children to preschool. 

You may have noticed how busy we have been getting 

ready for the new year. A preschool family helped pre-

pare the playground; On the Spot cleaned the carpets; 

teachers cleaned all classroom shelves and hallway cub-

bies, decorated classrooms and then mopped the gym 

floor. The biggest improvement is the wonderful fresh 

coat of paint on the Christian Life Center walls! Bob Sut-

tler, did an amazing and quick job, and the preschool was 

happy to pay the entire cost of this project. 

We will be hosting our Scholastic Book Fair October 16-

23, and during A Day in the Country. This is a fundraiser 

for the preschool, and we would love for everyone to 

shop with us. Books make the very best gifts, and we will 

have an excellent selection of childrenôs books. 

Celebrating the Offering  

The offering is as much a faith issue as our prayer life and 

worship.  It is a lifeline to a relationship with the One who 

offers us life and to have it abundantly.  

 While cultural standards say the accumulation of 

wealth and possessions constitute success, Christian disci-

pleship requires looking at our offering as a discipline to 

develop our faith and trust in God.  

Prayer Room in Need of  Kne eler  

Can you make us one? We have the funds for the  ma-
terials, but not the skill or tools.  Please call Fran 
Carleton ~ 598-6706 ~ if you can help the Prayer 
Team prepare the Prayer Room. 

Powhatan Days/Powhatan Native People Pauwau  

Powhatan Rescue Squad Grounds - Friday gates 
open 5 pm. Concert 7 pm. Saturday gates open 10 - 
Music - Opening Ceremony and Veterans Honor - 
12:00 noon. More information at:  www.pauwau.com  

District Mission Trip to Edisto Indians  

The next trip is November 15-21 to Ridgeville, SC. In its 

seventh year. Cost is $125; deadline to apply October 15. 

Contact Gary Lied ~ tritongreen@ceva.net. 

http://www.pauwau.com


5 

 

PUMC On the Move! ~ PUMC On the Move! ~ PUMC On the Move!  

Circle of Friends Meets October 5  

The Circle of Friends will meet Monday, October 5, at 9:30 

a.m. Bring a brown bag lunch and join us in our fundraising 

projects for missions. These items will be sold at the Day in 

the Country. The Circle has been growing every month, 

and we welcome those who would like to join us. We are 

service oriented, and the main things we do are UMCOR 

service kits and serving dinner to the Ruritan Club at their 

monthly meeting. We participate in sending holiday items 

for Meals on Wheels clients and providing for shut-ins at 

Christmas. We are a group that enjoys each otherôs com-

pany and serving our church. We meet the first Monday of 

the month. Need more info? Call Peggy Case ~ 598-9169 ~ 

or Pat Williams ~ 598-6813. 

wv 

World Service Kits  

Our most needed items for School Kits are 8.5x11-inch 

spiral notebooks, 2.5-inch erasers, sharpeners and scissors. 

Thank you for all the items you have contributed. We will 

continue to collect for Health Kits in January.  

wv 

Stephen Ministry Meets October 13  

As always, Stephen Ministry meets 7:00 p.m. the second 

Tuesday of the month. This month = October 13. Call Bub 

Carleton with questions ~ 598-6706  

wv 

JOY Gathers October 14  

Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme are just a few of the 

herbs Marianne Ritchie loves to talk about. Marianne will 

join JOY ~ Just Older Youth ~ Wednesday, October 14, at 

11:30 for a potluck lunch and tell us about the wonderful 

ways to use herbs! Questions? Call Sally Marchand ~ 598-

8178. 

wv 

Prayer Partners Gather October 14  

Prayer Partners meet the second Wednesday of every 

month, so the next meeting is 6:30 p.m., October 14.  Call 

Colleen Amico for more information ~ 598-6175. 

wv 

Monday Night Circle Meets October 26  

The Monday Night Circle will meet at 7:00 p.m. Monday, 

October 26, at the home of Judy Barrett. India Cox will be 

our dessert hostess. We will be planning our trip to the Her-

mitage in November, finalizing plans for our Advent dinner 

in December, and discussing several missions and events. 

We welcome new ideas! Come and share your talents and 

thoughts with us. For more information, contact Marsha 

Damewood ~ 598-1608. 

Faith Lessons Bible Study Starts      
October 15  

A five-week session on Faith Lessons on the Early Church 

begins 7:00 p.m., Thursday, October 15. Faith Lessons is a 

unique video series that brings Godôs Word to life with as-

tounding relevance. These lessons will transport you to lo-

cations in Israel and Turkey from which the early Christian 

church literally changed the world. These sessions do not 

require weekly preparation, so please join us in the Wesley 

room for fellowship and fun as we continue to grow in rela-

tionship with God and one another. Sign up on the bulletin 

board in The Commons. See you there! 

wv 

Come Dig the Trees October 4!  

Time to harvest the Japanese maples on Rosson Road to 

sell them at the Day in the Country!  

We have 40 to 50 to transplant on October 4, right after the 

11:00 service. Lunch provided. Donations needed: 50 lbs 

potting soil, people willing to dig and pot the trees. Join us 

for a time of fellowship and fun. Just remember to call Fran 

so she can get a count for lunch ~ 598-6706. 

The Messenger ~ October 2009 

October is 

Pastor Appreciation Month 
Show your appreciation with a note, a card é an 

extra pledge to the church! 
 

Pastor John,  
We Appreciate You! 

Trunk or Treat!  

When ~ 6:30 p.m. Saturday, October 31 

Where ~ PUMCôs Christian Life Center 

Put on your favorite Halloween cos-
tume and join us for a howling good 
time! Trunk or treating will begin 
promptly at 6:30. A hot dog dinner 
will follow with lots of other Hallow-
een goodies. 

Kids Games * Toddlers Movies             

Costume Judging  

For those of you who will be filling your trunks, be 

at the church by 6:15 with candy in hand! 

Invite your friends and neighbors!  
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Congregational Care Delivers  
 

by Marie DeHart 

In giving, we receive. Here are some opportunities through  

PUMCôs Congregational Care program. 

Congregational Care: Our team of Congregational Care 

volunteers nurture and care for our growing church family. 

Team members make visits or phone calls to those who are 

homebound, in the hospital or in a nursing home, serve 

Holy Communion to shut-ins and more. Come share your 

spiritual gift of compassionate service. 

Drivers: Volunteers take PUMC members to medical ap-

pointments. 

Funeral Receptions: Volunteers prepare and serve food 

and beverage. Tasks also include set up and take down. 

Meal Tem: Volunteers prepare and deliver to members in 

times of need. 

Call me to volunteer ~ 598-0774! 

Habitat for 
Humanity  

Work Dates  

PUMC has committed 

to help build a house for a deserving family  

October 10 and  

December 5 

8:30 a.m.ð4:00 p.m. The address is 1506 Deborah Lane  

(Holly Hills subdivision). Volunteers will meet on site. 

Please come help, as many hands and willing hearts are 

needed. You must be 16 years old or better (yes, that means 

older!) Tools will be available, but feel free to bring your 

favorite hammer and tool belt! 

So you donôt swing a hammer, saw a saw? Can you help 

with lunch? Talk with Terry Paquette ~ 598-2425. 

Remember: there is so much that can be done and none of 

us can do it alone. The harvest is too great; together much 

can be accomplished. Have you helped someone today? 

Like to Read?  

Join the PUMC Book Club!  
In the September ñMessenger,ò we 

published a reading list of titles weôll 

be reading over the next year ~ hop-

ing youôll join us! Read the book 

during the month, and the following 

month, weôll meet to discuss it. If 

you donôt care for the book, skip it! 

Discussion dates and times will be 

announced monthly. Just let Sandra 

know you are participating, and sheôll keep you in the 

loop. Couldnôt be easier! 

October ~  Keeping Faith ~ Jodi Picoult 

November ~ Three Cups of Tea ~ G. Mortenson 

December ~  Group will not meet. 

January ~  The Shack ~ William Young 

February ~ The Red Tent ~ Anita Diamant 

March ~  The Kite Runner ~ Khaled Hosseini 

April ~ Secret Life of Bees ~ Sue Monk Kidd 

May ~ Ask Again Later ~ Jill A. Davis 

June ~ Quaker Summer ~ Lisa Samson 

July ~ Snow Flower and the Fan ~ Lisa See 

Pick your book(s) and start reading!  

Sunday School Kick Off!  
On Sunday, September 13, we enjoyed a beautiful day 

under the big tent for our Sunday School kick off. Chil-

dren were promoted to their new classes, and Bibles were 

given to our third graders. The children enjoyed the bal-

loons, popcorn and espe-

cially the clowns ~ Ding 

Dong and Elmo. Allison 

led the singing, and our 

Senior High class pro-

vided a fun treasure 

hunt. Adult Sunday 

School teachers were on 

hand to inform people of 

the different adult 

classes we have to offer.  


