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Summer Sunday School Offers New Opportunities  

Christian Education co-chairs 

Brian Griffin and Barb Otte, 

along with a team of dedi-

cated Sunday School teachers 

have been busy making plans 

for our summer Sunday 

School program. Powhatan 

UMC is please to offer spe-

cial summer activities de-

signed so that our church 

family can come together in 

special ways for fellowship, 

learning and adventure in the 

summer months.  

Adult Sunday School classes 

are invited to meet together 

for a Summer Community 

Formation by participating in 

a video series on the Book of 

Acts by Dr. Mickey Efird. This highly recommended series 

invites learners to reflect on Christian community as Efird 

describes the formation and challenges of the early church. 

This opportunity will allow participating adults from our 

classes to get to know one another and celebrate a season of 

unity. It is likewise the perfect opportunity for adults not 

currently in a Sunday School class to join in summer activi-

ties without long-term commitment. In the fall, we will re-

turn to offering our regular Sunday School classes. 

We likewise have a special summer offering for our chil-

dren and youth. Styled after our successful Vacation Bible 

School programs, we will offer a Sunday morning Summer 

Safari.  Worship, drama, song and activities will guide our 

children and youth through a survey of the books of the 

Bible, stopping each Sunday to hear the story of a selected 

character from the books of the week. Children will meet in 

a óone room schoolhouseô setting in the Christian Life Cen-

ter (gym) where youth (with adult leadership) will lead 

opening worship, provide simple snacks, guide activities 

and games that reinforce the lesson, and provide time to 

play and develop friendships. Children will bring home 

cards each Sunday that review the main idea, and which 

will be mailed to any child óon family safariô that Sunday. 

Nursery will continue to be provided for our littlest ones. 

Both programs begin June 7 and run through August. 

 

A Special òThank Youó from      

Pastor Linda é 

It is seldom easy saying goodbye, and I have often referred 

to my reappointment this summer to the East Nottoway 

Charge as a bittersweet opportunity. The East Nottoway 

Charge is made up of Rocky Hill, Grace and Butterwood 

churches with its parsonage located in Blackstone, and I 

look forward to serving with them. It is bitter only in that I 

will be leaving friends and friendships I have come to cher-

ish, and I will miss you. You have played a large role in my 

faith journey, helping me grow and supporting me in so 

many ways. I thank you all. Yet as Natalie Sleeth points out 

in her Hymn of Promise, ñIn our end is our beginningé

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.ò 

 

As I leave you, I know that I go on to something new and 

wonderful, a sweet gift that God has tenderly readied as he 

prepared me for them, them for me, and us for his service. 

Still, I remember that each time the church worships God, 

partakes of the sacraments, or offers Christôs love to an-

other, we are united, so while I may miss you, we are never 

truly apart. May God richly bless you so that you may con-

tinue to be a blessing to your community and a world in 

need of Godôs peace. Amen. 

Welcome New Members  

Joining PUMC May 24 at the 8:30 a.m. service: Lynda 

Barrett. Her son, Zachary James, received the Sacrament 

of Baptism at that service. Please add their address to your 

directory.  

BARRETT, Lynda  

*Zachary James  

794-4356  

1621 Chippewa Lane 
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Childrenõs Ministry   by Malene Utley ~ 347-7913   

Over the past two years, I have been blessed with the op-

portunity to be in ministry with Powhatan United Method-

ist Church as your Youth Director.  I have been in ministry 

with an amazing group of youth, all of whom have touched 

my life in a very meaningful way.  The opportunity to help 

grow and nurture their faith has been a true blessing. Each 

of them has also allowed me to grow in my own faith.  

I would like to thank everyone who has helped this minis-

try; this church has been so willing and excited to do any-

thing for our youth! 

I would like to thank each of you for your prayers, pres-

ence, gifts and talents that helped this ministry continue. 

This summer I will begin taking classes again so that next 

year I will be able to finish my degree at Longwood Uni-

versity. I look forward to finishing by next May.   

Once again, I would like to thank each of you for the sup-

port each of you has given to both me and the youth here at 

our church. 

In Christ, 

Brian Bachrach  

 

(You can stay in contact with Brian: cell: 434/390-0477 or 

email at bsbachra@verizon.net.) 

Deadline for the July-

August ñMessengerò = 

Tuesday, June 23 

Youth News  by Brian Bachrach 

ñLet the little children come unto meò were the words of 

Jesus and, as our children of Powhatan United Methodist 

Church move thru their faith journeys, we are here to help 

them know that ñJesus Does Love Themò ~ all the children 

of the world, our community and our church.  

Good things are happening in all phases of our Children's 

ministries. Childrenôs Church continues each Sunday (ex-

cluding the fifth Sunday) during the 11:00 service for all 

children ages 4-10.   

Now, Children's Church is even more exciting! On the 

third Sunday of each month, our own Senior and Junior 

High Sunday School classes are actually doing a mini ser-

vice for the children. May was the first month for this won-

derful service, and all the kids who I have talked to said 

they had a really good time.  

Way to go to our youth as they set such a wonderful, caring 

example!  Thank you, Vicki, Joanne, Andrea and Cathy for 

leading the youth to take on such a rewarding project each 

month in the fall for our children.  

Hereôs the June schedule: 

June 7 ~ What is communion? and why do we do it? 

June 14 ~ Why do we sing special songs? 

June 21 ~ Open 

June 28 ~ Helping hands in our church. 

 

The Childrenôs Church time is in need of a few more vol-

unteers to share with our children. I am currently filling our 

summer schedule, so if you can help out just call me at ~ 

347-7913 ~ or catch me after church one Sunday. Our chil-

dren are the future of our church, and they need your help. 

Please consider one Sunday ever other month. 

Kids With Purpose  

Welcome to all children grades 4, 5 and 6. Those of you 

who will be going into the 4th grade are invited to join us 

on Sunday, June 14, immediately following the 11:00 ser-

vice. (Please note this is a different time slot.)  We will 

have lunch right after church and then do a mission project.  

 

Continued Next Page 
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Abram was a man of great faith. When 

he was called by God to leave all that 

he knew, he did not hesitate. He imme-

diately left his homeland, journeying to 

a land God would show him.   

The UMC is unique among our protes-

tant traditions of having their pastors 

serve as itinerates. In fact, our tradition 

is probably best known for its pastors 

moving between churches. In our sys-

tem of itinerancy, all pastors and 

churches have a voice in the decision-

making process, but the ultimate deci-

sion is made by the residing Bishop in 

consultation with the District Superin-

tendents of the Annual Conference and 

the needs of the conference churches.  

Just as we connect to Godôs greater 

mission by giving of ourselves, the 

needs of the larger church must take 

precedent over the wishes of an indi-

vidual pastor or church.  

June will be moving time for many of 

our conference pastors, and this year 

we must say goodbye to our Associate 

Pastor and friend Linda Lowe. Like 

Abram, Pastor Linda has accepted 

Godôs call to a new land. Her ministry 

enabled us to do many new things, and 

to do many things better. And although 

we knew her long-term plan was to 

have her own church, we were hoping 

it would be later rather than sooner. 

She will be sorely missed in so many 

different areas in our church.   

Although we will miss her, at the same 

time, we want to celebrate her new 

ministry! She has many gifts to share, 

and her new churches will be richly 

blessed. So in the coming weeks, 

please be sure to express your thanks 

for her ministry with us and to share in 

the celebration of this new phase of her 

ministry. 

We will also be saying goodbye to our 

Youth Director, Brain Bachrach. He 

will be moving with his mom to her 

new appointment and working to com-

plete his degree in music at Longwood. 

Be sure to also thank Brian for his en-

thusiasm and dedication to our youth 

program. Brian will also be missed for 

sharing his other gifts with us. Brianôs 

computer savvy and sound system ex-

pertise have been invaluable over the 

past two years. THANK YOU Brian!  

The Term ñGod Speedò originated in 

the Old Testament book of Genesis 

(24:12 KJV) when Abrahamôs servant, 

Eliezer, prayed for success when he 

was sent to find a wife for Abrahamôs 

son Isaac. But it is most often recog-

nized from its Middle English use as a 

wish for a prosperous journey, success 

and good fortune (Middle English God 

speed you, meaning ñMay God help 

you prosperò). 

We pray Godôs richest blessings and 

God speed to our friends. 

Grace Upon Grace, 

Pastor John  

Childrenôs Ministry ~ Continued from Page 2 

Our mission project for the June 14 meeting will be to 

make new banks for ñStop Hunger Nowò and favors for 

Meals On Wheels. Hope you can join us for all the fun and 

become a part of our wonderful group.  

On June 28, we will be going to a movie and out to lunch. 

More details to follow ~ hope to see you there! 

 

Vacation Bible School ~  

òBethlehem Village ð Where a Savior Is Bornó  

When ~ August 3-7, 9:00-Noon each day 

Who ~ All children ages 4-11  

 

I am in need of volunteers to be 

guides for the children. Guides lead 

the children from one activity to the 

other. Our five activity groups this 

year are: Music, Bible story, Recrea-

tion, Snacks and Crafts. I also need 

more volunteers in these five areas 

and, if you are talented in any of these areas, please be will-

ing to spend the best five days of your summer with us. 

Only a little time, but with endless rewards of being with 

the children as they learn more about our savior and the 

wonderful happenings during his birth. 

I also need some special items for our craft times. Please 

leave them in a specially marked box in The Commons. 

Large jars of Applesauce (at least five) 

Large containers of powdered cinnamon (five large or 

20 small) 

Old CDs  

Flour (3-5 lb. bags) 

Baking powder and baking soda 

Liquid dye any color to tye die shirts (about six bottles) 

 

Registration for Vacation Bible School will begin June 1 

and continue until the first day of Bible school. Forms will 

be available in The Commons, this newsletter or by calling 

the church office for more information.  

As always thank you for supporting our children.   

God Speed You  

The LORD had said to 
Abram, ñLeave your country, 
your people and your fatherôs 
household and go to the land 
I will show you.ò GEN 12:1  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prosperous
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_English
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òJoseph and the Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoató June 27 
by Allison Stowers ~ 651-5488 

Nursery Volunteers Needed  
 

Our nursery is in great need of Volunteers. 
These dates need to be filled:  

June 7, 28 
July 5, 12, 19, 26 
August 2, 9, 6, 23 and 30.  

 
Call Tina James to claim a 

date ~ 
598-9153 or 386-8228 

 
Nursery also needs washable 
markers, washable water col-
ors, hand sanitizer, tissues, 
craft items and new or gently 
used toys (wooden trains,  
duplo/mega blocks, and educational toys for 12-
24 months).  

PUMC invites the Chesterfield Childrenôs Theatre to pre-

sent ñJoseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoatò 

Saturday, June 27!!!!!!! 

Join us on Saturday, June 27, for dinner and the show! 

All family members will have a great time! The Chester-

field Childrenôs Theatre is a Christian volunteer theater 

unlike any other in the area. It is a completely free train-

ing theater for children, teens and adults regardless of 

race, religion, background, disability or financial status. 

Amateurs and professionals alike have a great time work-

ing with the kids and the directors, and having fun on 

stage. 

The directors/co-founders are twin sisters Stacey and 

Tracey Frame who decided, over a decade ago, to create 

their own group to teach children, and perform family 

friendly shows. Hundreds of shows later, they are still 

going strong, donating more than 40 hours a week to the 

theater on top of their own full-time jobs.  

Two rules are strictly adhered to are: 1) everyone who 

auditions for a show gets to be in the show, and 2) chil-

dren 12 and under are always admitted free to any and 

every performance. The theatre resides at Harrowgate 

Christian Fellowship Church off of Harrowgate Road in 

Chester. 

   

Members of our talented choir and congregation will be join-

ing the show as part of the ensemble/chorus! A few of us will 

be playing different characters as well. This musical is a tri-

umph of Andrew Lloyd Webber, and you are in for a treat! 

Great music, great comedy, costumes and the enthusiasm will 

be contagious! Tell your friends and family all about it! 

  

We are offering a Let Us Break Bread Together meal starting 

at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Life Center (the gym). The 

menu consists of a salad bar and baked potato bar, dessert and 

beverage. Cost: $8 for adults, $4 for children. Optional chil-

drenôs foods can be provided. Reservations for the dinner 

must be received by Thursday, June 25. Call the office ~ 

598-4438 ~ or me ~ 651-5488 ~ to make reservations, or fill 

out a reservation form on Sunday mornings. 

 

The show will start promptly at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

FREE ADMISSION to everyone!!! We will take up a love 

offering to help the theater offset the costs of royalties, cos-

tumes and travel expenses. Fundraising is their only way to 

continue the great work they do! 

 

Canôt wait to see everyone there!!! And anyone is welcome to 

join the chorus - we practice from 8:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on 

Wednesdays in the sanctuary. This is SO exciting!!!! 

Coming to PUMC This Summer 

Krafty Kids 
July 13-15 ~ 9:30 a.m. ς 1:00 p.m. 
Kids 8 to 12 years old 
Cost: $25 

Get in on the fun! Be the first to sign up 
for this fantastic happening! Applications 
will be in The Commons on June 15, or call 
the church office ~ 598-4438 ~ or Malene 
Utley ~ 347-7913 ~ to sign up! 

Krafty Kids is limited to 20 students. 
Snacks will be provided. Children should 
bring their own lunches. 
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PUMC in Action!  ~ ~ ~ ~  PUMC in Action!  ~ ~ ~ ~  PUMC in Action!  

Circle of Friends Gathers June 1  

Circle of Friendsô next meeting will be held Monday, June 

1. There will be a brief meeting at church beginning at 

10:30 a.m. and then we will head down to the Village Gar-

den Cafe for a dutch treat lunch. Bring your ñpotato bags 

materialsò and any items you signed up to bring for the 

birthing kits. We will assemble the items for the World 

Service Kits to send to Annual Conference.  

The Circle continues to sell Rada knives and Happy Home 

Flavorings. If you are interested in either, contact Char-

lotte Lancaster ~ 598-4793 ~ about the knives, and Pat 

Miller ~ 492-9209 ~ to purchase your flavorings. Want to 

learn more about the Circle of Friends? Call Peggy Case ~ 

598-9169 ~ or Pat Williams ~ 598-6813. 

ôõ 

World Service Kits Need Supplies  

The Circle of Friends World Service Kits: What Do We 

Need? Health Kits:  large sturdy comb, $1 for toothpaste; 

School Kits: 150 sheets of 8 ½ x 11 ruled paper or three 

spiral packs; Layette Kits: six cloth diapers, two sleepers 

or gowns,  two receiving blankets, and two shirts or 

onezies. Items must be new. If you would rather donate 

money, put your donation in an envelope and mark it 

World Service Kits.   

 

ôõ 

Stephen Ministries Meets June 9  

Stephen Ministries meets 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, June 9.  

ôõ 

Monday Night Circle Gathers June 22  

Open to All Women of the Church  

The annual Monday Night Circle meeting and Secret Pal 

Salad Supper will be held in The Commons June 22 at 

6:30. Secret Pals for this year will be revealed and new 

ones for next year will be drawn. This is a wonderful way 

to get to know other women in the church. You do not 

have to be a member of the MNC to attend and draw for a 

secret pal. Bring a salad and join in the fun. We look for-

ward to seeing you.  For more information, call Marsha 

Damewood ~598-1608. 

Vacation Bible School = August 3 -7 New Date!  

Dear PUMC, 

Enclosed is your check for 12 bulletins for 

the month of April. I am blessed as I see 

the hands of Christ at work. I am praying 

for your church. 

Mylicia Markham, Bruster's Ice Cream 

IN MEMORIAM  

Bobby Mills 

Member of Powhatan United Methodist Church  ~ 

May 11, 1980 - May 16, 2009 

Greeter Ministry  

Receives Blessings!  

It truly is a blessing to serve as a Greeter.  As a Greeter, 

you are Godôs servant welcoming visitors and members to 

worship each Sunday morning to celebrate the glory of 

God. Can you think of a better way to start your day? Or a 

better way to meet new folks? 

Participation is at the 8:30 or the 11:00 service. You will 

be included in the next schedule beginning July 5. Your 

commitment will be to serve one to two Sundayôs per 

quarter. You will be provided with the schedule, fellow 

greeter list and a letter describing basic responsibilities.  

If you have a scheduling conflict with an assigned Sunday, 

you can contact others on the greeter list to trade dates or 

contact me (Bonnie Schulkers at 403-3990 or by email at 

ZR1Bonnie@aol.com).  If you donôt ñfeelò the blessings, 

you can opt out.   

Now ~ for all of you Greeters currently receiving the 

blessings of the Greeter Ministry, I thank you for your 

participation and look forward to seeing your smiling 

faces on your assigned Sundays! If you would like to take 

a break and opt out of the next schedule, please notify me 

no later than June 7.  The new schedule will begin July 5.  

Again, I thank you for your service, your  time and your 

dedication to PUMC. 

Cedar Birdhouses For Sale from the Scouts  

A cedar birdhouse was given to PUMC by Boy Scout 

Troop #1823. They have others for sale: $15 each. Con-

tact Peggy Harvey at 598-5559 to support the Scouts. 

óThank Youô to the PUMC Preschool for purchasing a 

new projector for the church. We will begin using it 

during the Sunday School hour  to present the Efird 

Bible Study on the book of Acts this summer. 

mailto:ZR1Bonnie@aol.com
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Thank You  xy Thank You   

Correction: Last monthôs ñMessengerò reported that 

the Boy Scouts built the cross flower bed. However, it 

was National Honor Society student Dylan Bolden 

who thought of and built this beautiful addition! Thank 

you, Dylan. 

Congregational Care  

Marie DeHart ~ 598-0774 ~ is the new 
coordinator for Congregation Care. 
 
Sally Marchand will handle funeral re-
ceptions at PUMC.  When such a time 
arises, call Sally ~ 598-8178 ~ to offer 
your help. 

I t is impossible for us to thank those church members  

who included us and our son, Bryan, on the honor list of 

the Stain Glass Windows project.  We are humbled by 

this honor. 

We deeply appreciate your kindness and love for us in 

this wonderful expression of Christian fellowship. ~ Ron 

and Sally Marchand 

 

xy 

I  want to thank God for my healing. I thank Pastor John 

for his prayers and visits. I want to thank the members of 

PUMC for their kind thoughts, calls, cards, gifts and vis-

its and most especially for remembering to lift me up in 

your prayers. Earl and I love our church family ï each 

and every one. Thank you so much. ~ Arlene Newton 

 

DAY IN THE COUNTRY  
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING  

June 7   
in The Commons following the 11 o'clock service 

  

Come meet the many ministries participating 
in PUMCôs Day in the Country.      

Join us for lunch and hear how you can be a part of 
this wonderful Witness/Outreach ministry.   Just ask anyone who received 

blessings from their service last year!  
Come learn how you can offer your  talents, skills and service for Christ 

during this fun-filled and joyous event!  
  

Please RSVP to Rose Tronge for lunch by June 5 ~ 598-0771.   

Stephen Ministry News  
  

If you find yourself now or in the future facing difficulties 

in life, donôt succumb to societyôs norm of remaining strong 

and suffering alone.  Take the courageous step of seeking 

help.  Open your heart to receiving Godôs love and grace 

through another person.  Our Stephen Ministry offers the 

opportunity of a very confidential relationship with someone 

who will listen to you and provide you with the care and 

encouragement you need, while Christ works inside to bring 

rest to your weary, burdened heart. For more information on 

Stephen Ministry, please contact Bub Carleton ~ 598-6706 ~ 

or Gail Timberlake ~ 598- 3989. Stephen Ministry meeting 

dates are June 9 and July 14.  


