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ôFat Wednesdayõ ð A New Take on a Familiar Tradition  

Welcome New Members!  

In 2008, 71 individuals joined PUMC and 24 

received the sacrament of baptism!  

Do you have your 1 -2-3 card in your purse 

or wallet, at the ready to give someone who 

is interested in your church community?  

Please mark your calendars for a óFat Wednesdayô pancake 

dinner celebration at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, February 25.  

In preparation for our traditional Ash Wednes-

day service, the Children and Youth ministries 

of PUMC are offering us this new take on a 

traditional celebration. 

Mardi Gras celebrants know that ñMardiò is 

French for Tuesday, and ñGrasò is Fat. Fat 

Tuesday is when people eat all they want, 

since the following day is the beginning of 

Lent. Mardi Gras is known in some cultures as 

Carnival, from the Latin Carne Vale, meaning 

ñfarewell to the flesh.ò The English equivalent 

to Carnival, Shrove Tuesday, is the last day of ñShrovetideò 

and gets its name from the shriving (confessing) that Eng-

lish Christians were expected to do prior to receiving abso-

lution before Lent began.  

Originally, Lent was the period of preparation for those 

who were to be baptized and when those who had been 

separated from the Church would prepare to rejoin the 

community. Today, Lent is marked by a time of prayer and 

preparation to celebrate Easter. Most churches focus on 

Lent as a time of prayer, especially penance, as a way to 

focus on the need for Godôs grace. It is a preparation to 

celebrate Godôs marvelous redemption at Easter, and the 

resurrected life that we live ï and hope ï for as Christians.  

Pancakes are often associated with Fat Tuesday because 

they were a way to use up rich foodstuffs such as eggs, 

milk and sugar before the fasting season of 

Lent began on Ash Wednesday. This fasting 

emphasized eating plainer food, which for 

many meant no meat and, for some, no food 

prepared with dairy or eggs. Pancakes and 

doughnuts provided a celebratory feast prior 

to the fast itself and used up the ingredients. 

Calling on this rich tradition, the Children 

and Youth ministries are inviting us to cele-

brate a ñFat Wednesdayò pancake dinner in 

preparation for our Ash Wed-nesday service 

on February 25. A pancake dinner will be served at 6:00 

p.m., and weôll gather in the sanctuary at 7:00 for our tradi-

tional Ash Wednesday service. There is no fee for the din-

ner, but donations will be accepted to cover the cost of the 

meal and to offer financial support to both ministries. Ask a 

friend or family to join us for this meaningful celebration. 

Wednesday, February 25  

6:00 p.m. = Fat Wednesday Pancake Dinner  

7:00 p.m. = Ash Wednesday Service  

Treasurer's Report  
The beginning of February has found us in a situation 
similar to December 2008. The national financial crisis 
is having its effect on the local economy, and we are 

seeing reduced Sunday offerings. 

We have received advance payments of ó09 pledges 
from several members, which helps our short-term 
cash flow, but will not get us out of our projected an-

nual shortfall.  

The Finance Committee has asked that we put a tem-
porary hold on all non-essential spending (including 
apportionments). We are evaluating our options to 
reduce costs and find new sources of revenue. We 
hope to have recommendations for the Church Coun-
cil soon. In the mean time, please prayerfully consider 
how you as an individual church member can make a 
difference. It is the contributions of individuals, when 
bundled together, that make our church operations 
possible. Please contact Betty Bowman, Finance 

Chair, or David Anderton, Treasurer, with questions. 

Thank you to all who faithfully give and continue to 

support our church's ministry and expenses.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fasting#Christianity
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Childrenõs Ministry   by Malene Utley ~ 347-7913   

ñCalled by Godò ~ 1 Peter 2:9 

ñBut you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 

a holy nation, Godôs own people, in order that you may 

proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you 

out of darkness into his marvelous lightò 

Greetings in Christ, 

On February 27-28, youth from Powhatan UMC will be 

joining with the youth from Farmvilleôs youth group to par-

ticipate in a 30-Hour Famine at Farmville UMC. We will 

learn about what it means to be hungry, join in fellowship 

and fun activities, work with FACES (the local food pantry 

in Farmville) and, of course, fast!  

We will carpool to Farmville after school on Friday, and 

return Saturday afternoon. You are encouraged to invite a 

friend. Parents, please join us in the fight against hunger by 

sponsoring youth who will be participating. 

This is the first in a series of joint activities with Farm-

villeôs youth group as we prepare for a joint mission trip 

this summer. Youth from both groups are invited to partici-

pate in a week-long mission trip the week of July 12-18.  

Please mark your calendars for our March 15 annual snow 

tubing trip to Wintergreen. Cost is $30, and we will leave 

after the 8:30 worship service. Last year we had a great 

time, and I know we will this year as well. This is a won-

derful opportunity for you to invite a friend to join in the 

fun. 

We will continue to split our Junior and Senior high youth 

during our small group discussions to better meet the needs 

of all our youth. As always, we appreciate those who vol-

unteer to feed our youth. Please contact Brian if you are 

willing to provide a meal one Sunday evening. 

So what is going on? 

February 8 ~ Youth Group 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

February 15 ~ Youth Group 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

February 27-28 ~ 30-Hour Famine at Farmville UMC 

For more information, call me at 598-2258 (h) or 434/390-

0477 (c) or email at bsbachra@verizon.net. 

Deadline for the March 

ñMessengerò = 

Monday, February 16 

Happy Valentineôs Day! This will be another busy month 

for our children. We would like everyone to join us in 

showing their love of this church by sponsoring a new fold-

ing table for the Christian Life Center (gym) as many of 

our tables are old and worn out, and need to be replaced.  

Our Childrenôs Ministries will be set up in The Commons 

every Sunday in February to receive your donations for 

new tables. At the end of the month, we will purchase ta-

bles to replace the old ones. The approximate price is $40 

each. Please join us in this loving adventure. 

We are still collecting pet food and items for the pets of 

Meals On Wheels clients. The yellow box is in The Com-

mons and waiting to be filled. Thank you for your support 

in this loving effort to feed the clientsô pets. 

Children's Church ~ Please join the children ages 4-10 

each Sunday during the 11 oôclock service for Children's 

Church ~ fun, Bible study and food! 

Kids With Purpose ~ On February 8, Kids With Purpose 

will be going to Wintergreen for snow tubing. Cost is $25. 

We will leave the church after attending the 8:30 service, 

stopping for lunch at a fast food restaurant. Weôll tube from 

noon-2:00 p.m. If 20 or more go, we can get a group dis-

count! If you want to join us, let me know by Sunday, Feb-

ruary 1; I will be collecting money so I can make reserva-

tions. This is a great day of fun é come play with us! 

We will meet again on February 22 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. If 

you are in the 4-6th grades and haven't given us a try, weôd 

love to have you join us! 

Youth News  by Brian Bachrach ~ 598-2258 
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When the Sabbath came, he began to 

teach in the synagogue, and many who 

heard him were amazed ñWhere did 

this man get these things?ò they asked. 

ñWhat's this wisdom that has been 

given him, that he even does mira-

cles!ò Mark 6:2 

 

As you might expect, the current eco-

nomic conditions have begun to have 

an affect on our church. (Treasurerôs 

report on page 1) Regretfully, we have 

had to eliminate all spending for non-

essential expenses. This means it be-

came necessary to put a freeze on all 

ministry spending, asking the various 

ministries to self-fund. As a result, our 

churchôs mission and ministries may 

very well be compromised this year. 

Our finance team is looking at what 

other ways we might remedy our fi-

nancial difficulties, but this will take 

time.  

To meet our faith commitment and 

avoid minimizing our mission and 

ministries, itôs going to take all of us 

coming together, giving together and 

working together to adequately offset 

our shortfall from 2008 and fund our 

expenses for 2009. In keeping with my 

sermon series for February of ñThe 

Miracles of Jesus,ò I ask you to be a 

part of a miracle to help ease our 

churchôs financial issues.  

First, prayerfully think about your fi-

nancial commitment to your church for 

this year. Then, consider participating 

in the miracle of tithing ~ giving 10%. 

Try it on a small scale this month by 

tithing just your weekly income as an 

offering to your church. Try it for just 

one week and see how making this a 

discipline can make a powerful and 

everlasting change in your faith life 

and the life of our church.  

I recognize not everyone is in a posi-

tion to tithe even for one week. If you 

cannot make this commitment, please 

prayerfully consider how you can still 

be a part of the miracle. Might you be 

able to make a onetime gift to help 

reduce our forecasted shortfall for the 

first quarter of this year? In this way, 

we can all join together and be a part 

of a miracle, enabling us to continue 

our mission and support the ministries 

of our church.  

As you read through this newsletter, 

look at the many ways Godôs ever-

present help is blessing our church. 

God is faithful and, through our faith-

ful response, Godôs work will be done. 

This month I encourage you to be part 

of a miracle to the glory of God.  

   

  In Christôs service, 

Pastor John  

 

Be Part of a Miracle ...  

30 Participate in PUMCõs 2009 Leadership Retreat! 
Here are 11 of the 30 

PUMCôers who at-

tended the 2009 

Leadership Retreat 

January 24. 

Left to right, front row: Bub Carleton, Peggy Case, Jane Rager, Evelyn Whitlock and Bonnie Schulkers. Back row: Bill 

Pupa,  Yogi Rager, Pastor John Briggs and Tom Hasenfang. To the right: Brian Griffen and Vicki Abel. 

Your church leadership gathered again 

this year for a time of spiritual nurtur-

ing, learning about a Biblical Model of 

leadership and enjoying  Christian fel-

lowship. We were blessed to have 30 

of our church participate (staff and 

ministry leaders) in the day-long event 

held at St. Francis Hospital. Again this 

year, they gracefully made one of their 

conference rooms available for us.  

Kathy Merry, church consultant with 

Faithfull Journey, LLC, was our spe-

cial speaker. Her sessions on engaging 

disciples for Christ were very well re-

ceived. One attendee summed up her 

comments by saying ñKathyôs couple 

of hours were powerful.ò  

We thank God for our church leader-

ship. Be sure to thank them for giving 

up a Saturday to attend and for all they 

do!   
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Prayer Shawl Ministries  

Day of Stitching  

Saturday, February 21 ~ 9:00 a.m. ð 2:00 p.m.  

LEARN TO KNIT, CROCHET OR QUILT ð WE WILL TEACH YOU! 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministries share the warmth of Godõs love to those who are facing life- altering 

events ~ an illness, birth of a child or loss of a loved one ~ just to name a few. This is done 

by providing handmade knitted, crocheted or quilted shawls, wraps or lap robes.  

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is sponsoring a Day of Stitching  Saturday, February 21, from 

9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. in The Commons. Come and knit, crochet or quilt with us! And if 

you donõt know how, we can teach you! Bring a dish to share for lunch. Questions? Contact 

Jane Rager ~ 598 - 3205 or at yogiscave@aol.com . We look forward to seeing you there!  

PUMC Sings! 

by Allison Stowers ~ 651-5488  

Excitement is in the air, folks!!! We 
have great things going on in the Mu-
sic Ministry here at PUMC! 

  
Billy Flippo has worked diligently to construct shelves for 
our choir membersô music. Not only are the shelves ex-
pertly crafted and beautiful, but they are a blessing to help 
keep all of our music organized.  

With such a large choir, our Choir Room is full on Sunday 
mornings with our musicians putting on their robes and 
practicing their music, so itôs perfect to have a specific 
place for them to find and store their music. Stop by and 
take a look! Thank You, Billy! 
  

Easter Cantata  

Our Cantata rehearsals are off to a phenomenal start! We 
are truly blessed to have such a wonderful group of people 
come forward and minister through their musical gifts ... 
yet  we have plenty of room for more! Hear the call? 

We practice every Wednesday from 7:00 to 7:45 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary. Several singers prefer to sing only  for the 
cantata, so they leave at 7:45, which is when we start prac-
ticing our Sunday morning music. All are welcome! No 
experience necessary! 

Easter Cantata = Palm Sunday, April 5  

Easter = April 12  

From the Church Libraryé 
Anyone may check out books from the PUMC Library 

simply by filling out the check-out card in the back pocket 

of the book and placing the card in the box on the table. 

Returning books is just as simple ~ just place your book 

on the table and the staff will reshelf it.  Interested in help-

ing staff the library? Call Fran Carlton ~ 598-6706. 

 

New books to our library  

In the Presence of My Enemies by Gracia Burnham: A 

gripping account of the kidnapping of American mission-

aries and their year of terror in the Philippine jungle. The 

missionary pilot and his wife struggled to live the faith 

they had come to the Philippines to proclaim. In the proc-

ess, they discovered the true condition of their own hearts 

ï and of the heart of God. Located at 921 BUR. 

�3�U�D�\�L�Q�J���*�R�G�¶�V���:�L�O�O���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���/�L�I�H by Stormie Omartian. A 

book jammed packed with Tools of Truth and useful 

prayers as you encounter Godôs will for your life. Located 

at 248.4 OMA 

The Long and Winding Road: A Spiritual Guide for 

Baby Boomers by Thomas C. Ettinger and Helen R. 

Neinast. Located at 248.8 ETT. 

In case you missed themé 

The Purpose Drive Life, Rick Warren 

(248.4 WAR) 

The Complete Guide to Managing your 

Money, Larry Burkett (332.024 BUR) 

The Jesus I Never Knew, Philip Yancey 

(232 YAN) 


