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Sacrament of Baptism 

Claire Griffen received the Sacrament of Baptism on 

Sunday, April 4. She is the daughter of Brian and 

Karen Griffen.  

Birth Announcement  

Parker Ray Russell born on April 6. He is the son of 
Noel and Jack Russell, Jr., and brother to Hayden. His 

paternal grandparents are Jack and Betty Russell.  

Summer Study ~  

Old Testament History 101 

Do you remember all of the Biblical characters that 

you learned as a child: Noah, Moses, Samson, David 

and Daniel? Do you know their historical context in 

the vast history of the Old Testament? 

Most Christians know Biblical characters but they 

don’t know where they fit in the history of God’s 

people.  When you were a child, your Sunday 

School teacher proba-

bly left out some de-

tails. (They didn’t want 

to frighten you and for 

good reason.)  For ex-

ample, the Exodus was-

n’t a long peaceful hike 

through the wilderness 

back to Canaan.  It was actually a military campaign 

with the end result of ridding the land of Canaan-

ites.  

The Golden Rule teaches: “Do unto other as you 

would want them to do unto you.”  The Golden Rule 

of the Old Testament states: “Do unto others before 

they do it unto you.” With enemies pitted against 

them on all sides, the Israelites lived in perilous 

times.     

Old Testament History 101 will explore all of the 

historical movements of the ancient Hebrews.  We 

will examine the Patriarchs, the Theocracy, the 

Monarchy as well as the Exiles.  The class will con-

clude by showing how the Sadducees, Pharisees and 

Zealots developed, thus providing a historical con-

text for Jesus of Nazareth.  This class will help sea-

soned parishioners put Old Testament characters in 

context, and it will give new believers insight to the 

major movements of Old Testament history.  The 

class is open to parishioners of all ages including 

high school students. (This class was designed with 

summer vacations in mind.)      

Old Testament  
History 101 develops 
a historical context 

for Jesus of  
Nazareth. 

In Memoriam 
Cecil Snider 

August 4, 1951 ~ March 30, 2010 
Member of PUMC since September 25, 1966 

 

Willie Maxey 
August 20, 1920 ~ April 21, 2010 

Member of PUMC since 1954 

Kids with Purpose and their chaperones had a great 
time visiting Lois and Ken Pocock’s Shady Nook Alpaca 
Farm! The day was beautiful, but no more so than the 
alpacas! Thanks, Lois and Ken, for letting us visit! 

Motherõs Day Luncheon May 9! 

Sign Up Now! 
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Deadline for the July/
August Messenger =  

Tuesday, June 15 

Childrenôs Church is held every Sunday during the 11 

o’clock service for children ages 5-10. Please join us! 

Kids With Purpose 

May 2 ~ Noon-2:00. Last planning session for our Mother’s 

Day Luncheon 

May 8 ~ Mother’s Day Luncheon; please be at church by 

10:30 to set up tables and help with games 

May 16 ~ Lunch and Putt Putt with Junior High youth im-

mediately after the 11 o’clock service; will return around 

2:30. Parents: I will need drivers and chaperones! Call or 

email to let me know if you can help. 

June 6 ~ Regular meeting, noon-2:00 

June27 ~ Movie and lunch right after church until 3:00; 

will need drivers and chaperones 

Junior High Youth 

May 2 ~ Meet 5:00-7:00 p.m. with Senior High for final 

planning of Mother’s Day Luncheon 

May 8 ~ Mother’s Day Luncheon! Be at church by 10:30 

for setting up, completing meal preparation and serving 

May 16 ~ Lunch and Putt Putt with KWP; leave immedi-

ately after the 11 o’clock service; will return around 2:30 

June 6 ~ Regular meeting 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

June 13 ~ Cookout at Malene’s home, 5:00-7:00 p.m. Par-

ents are invited. Please bring a drink to share with others. 

Senior High Youth 

Note this is a change from our original plans~  

May 2 ~ Meet 5:00-7:00 p.m. with Junior High for last 

planning meeting for Mother’s Day Luncheon  

May 8 ~ Mother’s Day Luncheon! Please be at church by 

10:30 for setting up, completing meal preparation, serving 

and taking down 

May 16 ~ Regular meeting, 5:00-7:00 p.m. We will have a 

backwards dinner ~ dessert first then dinner 

May 23 ~ Regular meeting, 5:00-7:00 p.m.  

bƻ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ aŀȅ ф όLǘΩǎ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ 5ƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜπ
cial with and for your mother!) or aŀȅ ол όLǘΩǎ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 
Day holiday.) 

June 13 ~ Cookout at Malene’s home, 5:00-7:00 p.m. Par-

ents are invited. Please bring a drink to share with others. 

June 20 ~ Build a Bear and lunch right after church 

June 27 ~ Regular meeting, 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

PUMC Presents Lava Lava Island as This 
¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ±ŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ .ƛōƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ !ǳƎǳǎǘ н-6 

When: August 2-6, 9:00 a.m.-Noon each day 

Where: Christian Life Center 

Ages 4-5th grade .  

Needed ~ You! To be a volunteer for the children of 
our church and our com-
munity! (A nursery will be 
provided.) 

Grab you grass skirts, Ha-
waiian shirts, flip flops 
and leis, and join us for all 
the fun. 

On Sunday, August 8, we will be having our annual 
VBS/Family picnic immediately following the 11 
ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ōǳǊƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
hot dogs along with drinks. Please bring your favorite 
summer dish to share with everyone (enough for at 
least six). 

Planning meetings for VBS volunteers = Sundays, June 
мо ŀƴŘ Wǳƭȅ мм ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ мм ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  {ǳƴπ
day, August 1, 4:00-тΥлл ǇΦƳΦΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜΗ Please 
pray about volunteering for this wonderful opportu-
nity. I need your help. A sign up sheet will be in The 
Commons by June1. Come play with us! 
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Bill Gates Speaks  

at a High School Graduation  

A 
s many in our congregation prepare to gradu-

ate, I thought it appropriate to write something 

that would speak to their entering a new phase 

in their life.  I came across an address delivered by 

none other than Bill Gates. 

Love him or hate him, he sure hits the nail on the head 

with this! To anyone with kids of any age, or anyone 

who has ever been a kid, here’s some great advice 

from the Microsoft wizard himself.  He points up 11 

things many young people did not and will not learn in 

school. He talks about how feel-good, politically cor-

rect teachings created a generation of kids with no 

concept of reality and how this concept set them up 

for failure in the real world.  

Rule 1: Life is not fair – get used to it. 

Rule 2: The world won’t care about your self-esteem. 

The world will expect you to accomplish something 

BEFORE you feel good about yourself. 

Rule 3: You will NOT make $40,000 a year right out 

of high school. You won't be a vice-president with a 

car phone until you earn both.  

Rule 4: If you think your teacher is tough, wait till 

you get a boss. 

Rule 5: Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity. 

Your grandparents had a different word for burger 

flipping – they called it opportunity.  

Rule 6: If you mess up, it’s not your parents’ fault, so 

don’t whine about your mistakes, learn from them.  

Rule 7: Before you 

were born, your parents 

weren’t as boring as 

they are now. They got 

that way from paying 

your bills, cleaning your 

clothes and listening to you talk about how cool you 

are. So before you save the rain forest from the para-

sites of your parents’ generation, try delousing the 

closet in your own room.  

Rule 8: Your school may have done away with win-

ners and losers, but life has not. In some schools, they 

have abolished failing grades, and they’ll give you the 

test as many times as you want to get the right answer. 

This doesn’t bear the slightest resemblance to ANY-

THING in real life.  

Rule 9: Life is not divided into semesters. You don’t 

get summers off, and very few employers are inter-

ested in helping you find yourself. Do that on your 

own time.  

Rule 10: Television is NOT real life. In real life, peo-

ple actually have to leave the coffee shop and go to 

jobs.  

Rule 11: Be nice to nerds. Chances are you’ll end up 

working for one.  

To all of our graduates,  

we wish you God Speed in Christ’s name,  

Pastor John  

New Pentecost Banners Go Up in May! 
 

New Pentecost banners will be hung in the sanctuary the end of May, and the Dorcas Ministry sin-
cerely hopes they help make your worship at PUMC more meaningful. (Editor’s Note: These ban-
ners and alter clothes certainly make the whole experience more beautiful!) 

Many thanks to these talented women: Kim Bradham, Jane Rager, Carter Cosgrove, Peggy Case, 
Sylvia Tibbs and Debby Dunn. If you would like to be a part of creating these banners, the only thing 
you need is a willing spirit; sewing ability is optional. Contact Boni Simmons ~ 598-1231 ~ for more 
information.  
Postscript:  The Dorcas Ministry had quilts and an afghan in the silent auction during the Easter Egg 
Hunt. Thanks to those who supported us and purchased them. We raised $130 for Vacation Bible 
School this summer! 
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Music Sings! 
Allison Stowers ~ 651-5488 

 

A Special Thank You to the 

choir and our musicians for pro-

viding such glorious special 

music on Palm Sunday and 

Easter Sunday! We love and appreciate your hard 

work, your leadership and your incredible ministry!!! 

Have you ever thought about joining the choir?  Well, 
this is the PERFECT time, because we are not prepar-
ing for a large cantata right now, and our rehearsals 
are laid back and fun!  You can try us out and see 
what you think! We are open to anyone, and no ex-
perience is necessary.  We meet at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary every Wednesday night. (We will take a 
brief break over the summer.)  Want more info? Call 
or email me, acstowers@hotmail.com 

  

Happy Anniversary to ME!!! 

This June will be my fifth year serving as your Musi-
cal Director, and I could not dream of a better place 
to serve!  From my very first day, you all have made 
me feel loved, welcomed and valued, and the years 
have flown by!  I look forward to many, many years 
to come!  Thank you all! I love you!  and Happy An-
niversary to me! - Yours, Allison Stowers 

 

Inviting Prayer Room 

Need a comforting place to pray? Come 

to the PUMC Prayer Room ~ talk to the 

Lord. Why? It’s a quiet, cozy room 

with comfortable chairs, and the pres-

ence of the Lord is surely in this 

place. Try the Prayer Room. You'll like 

it.  Brought to you by PUMC Prayer Partners. 

THANK YOU!   THANK Y OU!  
 

Thank you all so much for one of the greatest sur-

prises of my life. The reception in celebration of my 

20 years of service was just amazing and the gifts 

were over the top. The part that touched my heart the 

most is all the special comments, notes and outpour-

ing of love. It is my honor and pleasure to be in min-

istry here at PUMC and I appreciate you all so much. 

Love, Sandra Lowe 

 

I would like to thank everyone who was involved in 

making the Living Last Supper a success.  

Boni, thanks for making the table look so great. 

Carter, thanks for going through the costumes and 

picking out ones for the cast to use. Allison and the 

Ladies choir, thanks for the great music.  

Of course, thanks to the great cast (Billy, Randy, Jim, 

Joe, John, Terry, Doug, Craig, Tom, Bub, Dick, Tim 

and Dee) for their time, effort and dedication. ~ Pete 

Amico 

 

My Dear Church Family, Thank you for the beautiful 

flowers and halo pin. It was much appreciated! I am 

so blessed to have such caring friends who called, 

sent cards, visited during my recent surgery! My 

heartfelt thanks to Pastor John who helped me 

through this time with his visits and prayers. ~ 

Sincerely, Sandy Lineweaver 

 

Dear Church Family, Thank you for your concern, 

visits, calls and cards during my recent hospital stay 

and recovery. Please keep up the prayers that I will be 

able to get rid of the oxygen soon. Hope to see you all 

soon, Love, BB. 

The Plant Team Delivers! 
The Plant Team needs people to deliver plants to newcomers. Please, won’t 

you help with this most satisfying ministry?  

You will be on a rotation schedule and 

probably deliver once every 

six weeks. We really need 

help and, unless more people 

volunteer, this valuable min-

istry will have to stop. If in-

terested please call Fran 

Carleton ~ 598-6706. 

mailto:acstowers@hotmail.com
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PUMC On The Move ! 

Circle of Friends Meet May 3/June 7 

The Circle of Friends Woman’s group will meet at 

the church May 3 and June 7 at 10:30am to continue 

working on World Service Kits. Come join the fun! 

World Service Kits  

The following items are needed for each layette kit:  

2 gowns or sleepers 

2 receiving blankets 

2 shirts or 2 one piece body suits  (onesies). 

Other kits are Birthing Kits, Flood Buckets, Sewing 

Kits and Bedding Pak.  For more information, con-

tact Phyllis Sciarrone ~ 403.3443. 

 

Stephen Ministry Meets May 11/June 8  

Stephen Ministry meets 7:00 p.m., second 
Tuesday of each month.  

 

Prayer Ministry Meets May 12/June 9  

Prayer Partners meet 6:00 p.m. the second 

Wednesday in the Prayer Room. 

  

JOY Meets May 12 

Just Older Youth will meet Wednesday, May 12 at 

11:30 a.m. For details, please call Fran Pedersen ~ 

598-0277 ~ or Alice Baird ~ 598-7583. (JOY’s next 

meeting will be September 8. Have a good summer!) 
 

MNC Meets May 24/June 28  

The Monday Night Circle will meet on May 24 at 

7:00 p.m. at the home of Bonnie Schulkers with Vir-

ginia Reynolds as dessert hostess. For more informa-

tion, call Marsha Damewood ~ 598-1608. 

  

MNCôs Secret Pal Salad Supper will be June 28, 

6:30 p.m., in The Commons. Marie DeHart is our 

hostess. This is a very special night when Secret Pals 

will be revealed, and we will draw for new Secret 

Pals.  This is a wonderful way to learn more about 

the ladies of the church and have fun, too. All ladies 

of the church are invited! You do not have to belong 

to any church group to participate. For those of you 

PUMC Church Council Meets June 21 
The next meeting of PUMC’s Church Council will be 

7:00 p.m., Monday, June 21. The Finance Committee 

will meet 6:00 p.m., Monday, May 10 and June 14. 

Council will skip July and meet 7:00 p.m., Monday, 

August 16 to gear up for budget discussions, fall kick-

offs, back-to-school and stewardship campaigns. 

Greeter Ministry Receives 

Blessings! 
It truly is a blessing to serve as a Greeter.  As a Greeter, 

you are God’s servants welcoming visitors and mem-

bers to worship each Sunday morning to celebrate the 

glory of God.  Can you think of a better way to start 

your day?  Or a better way to meet new folks? 

Participation is at the 8:30 or the 

11:00 service. You will be included 

in the next July – January schedule.  

Your commitment will be to serve 

one to four Sundays per quarter de-

pending on the number of partici-

pants. You will be provided with the 

schedule, fellow greeter list and a 

letter describing basic responsibilities.  If you have a 

scheduling conflict with an assigned Sunday, you can 

contact others on the greeter list to trade dates or con-

tact me (Bonnie Schulkers ~ 403-3990 or         

ZR1Bonnie@aol.com ).  If you don’t “feel” the bless-

ings, you can opt out. 

Now, for all of you Greeters currently receiving the 

blessings of the Greeter Ministry, I thank you for your 

participation and look forward to seeing your smiling 

faces on your assigned Sundays! If you would like to 

take a break and opt out of the next schedule, please 

notify me no later than June 6.  The new schedule will 

be July–January. Again, I thank you for your service, 

your  time and your dedication to PUMC. 

P.S.  I’m looking to train someone to take over the co-
ordinator role for greeters. The mechanics are all in 
place, so it’s established and running smoothly.  Just 
need someone to maintain the data base and schedule 
participants twice per year. 

who have a Secret Pal, bring a revealing gift for your 

pal.  If you would like to participate in this special 

event, bring your favorite salad to share.  We look for-

ward to seeing you.  For more information, call Marsha 

Damewood ~ 598-1608. 

mailto:ZR1Bonnie@aol.com
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Attention All Worship Leaders! 

By Bonnie Schulkers ~ 403-3990 / ZR1Bonnie@aol.com 

T 
hank you!  Your dedication and participation 

over the past year is truly appreciated.  You 

have all done an outstanding job and hope that 

you will consider staying on for the next cycle.  

It’s time to set the Worship Leader schedule for July–

January.  If you would like to continue to participate, you 

will automatically be put into the schedule; however, if 

you require a break, you must let me know no later than 

June 6. 

We welcome new folks to participate, so don’t wait to be 

asked!  If you think leading worship is one of your spiri-

tual gifts, don’t deny it, God is speaking to you!  Call me 

or speak to Pastor John.  Training is provided, commit-

ment is for July–January, participation is four to six Sun-

day’s per cycle (one service only) depending on the num-

ber of participants.  Please contact me no later than June 6. 

Blessings abound for those who serve the Lord! 

P.S.  I’m looking to train someone to take on the coordi-

nator role for Worship Leaders. You don’t have to be a 

Worship Leader to qualify!  It’s established and runs 

smoothly, so maintaining the roster and scheduling are the 

primary responsibilities. 

 

Preschool Picnics and Summer 

Fun Camps Coming Up! 

How quickly time goes by when you are watching little 

ones grow and learn!  Family Picnics will be held on the 

grounds of the church on May 18 and 

19.  Preschool will be closed for the 

Memorial Day weekend from May 28-

31 and then be open from June 1-4 for 

our last week. 

When one thing end, another begins 

and that means it’s time for Summer 

Fun Camp.  Camps will be held the 

weeks of June 7-10, July 12-15 and 

July 26-29. Camps are open to chil-

dren age 3 to 7 (finishing 1st grade).  The cost is $80 per 

child per session.  Each camp will have a theme and lots 

of fun-filled learning experiences.   

Call 598-6090 or email pumcpre@gmail.com the pre-

school to receive registration information. 

Powhatan County Celebrates 

TRIAD Senior Day  
ñEmpowering Our Seniorsò 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, May 20 
10:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. 

National Guard Armory 
276 Essayons Dr. (Fighting Creek Park) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Free - Activities, Food & Fun 

All Seniors (55+) are invited! 

For Additional Information Contact: 

Zakiya Worsham - 598-5630 

Kevin Myers - 598-1304 

Rovenia Vaughan - 598-5630 

Lynne Siewers - lsiewers@powhatanva.gov 

Spouses Without Partners 

Ministry 

 This ministry is a great way to become ac-

quainted with other church members.  

Please contact Pat Williams ~ 598-6813 ~ or 

Phyllis Hartman ~ 598-3193 ~ to find out about 

each month’s activities.  

You do not have to be a spouse without a partner 

to join in any of the activities. 

The Messenger ~ May/June 2010 

mailto:pumcpre@gmail.com
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Seeking Old Church 

Documents of Any Kind  

We are building an archival history of our 
church, and we need: 

* Newsletters *      

* Bulletins *  

* Pictures *  

* Newspaper Articles *  

Please check through your old mementos 
and see if you have something to contrib-
ute.  Anything you have 
would be appreciated and 
will be returned if you like.   

You may leave them at the 
church for Virginia Reynolds, 
our church historian. Thanks 
for helping preserve our 
church history for the generations to follow! 

Monday Night Circleõs Annual        

Fatherõs Day Booklet 

To benefit the Samaritan Fund of Our United Methodist 

Homes for the Aged, the PUMC Monday Night Circle is 

once again publishing a  Father’s Day Booklet. You can 

honor all the men who’ve made a difference in your life 

by entering them in this lovely 

booklet. Cost is $1 per name. 

The entry form is in Sunday’s bul-

letins. Place a completed form(s) 

and your donation in the offering 

plate, or give it to Sandra in the 

church office, or give it to Marsha 

Damewood. Deadline is Sunday, 

June 13. 

The Messenger ~ May/June 2010 

Boy Scouts Staying Busy 

Boy Scout Troop 1823, chartered by PUMC, con-

tinues to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Scout-

ing by staying very busy. 

Recently the Troop welcomed several new Scouts 

who bridged over (graduated) from the Cub Scout 

ranks. Following a ceremony held to honor the 

occasion, the new Scouts participated in a merit 

badge camp out at PUMC, with Scouts from the 

Troop receiving merit badges in such areas as 

automotive repair, fingerprinting, crime preven-

tion and public speaking. 

The Troop helped the county celebrate Earth Day 

at the Powhatan Earth Day Celebration on Satur-

day, April 17. Scouts set up a campsite on the 

courthouse lawn and supplied attendees with deli-

cious hot dogs and hamburgers. They also sold 

bird and bat houses they’d constructed over the 

winter.  

Upcoming events for the Troop include a scenic 

hike to Crabtree Falls near Waynesboro, a skill-

building campout in May, a centennial celebration 

campout with more than 1,000 other Scouts at 

Kings Dominion in June, and summer camp at 

Goshen Scout Reservation in July. The summer 

will be capped off with trips to the Boy Scout Na-

tional Jamboree at Fort AP Hill near Fredericks-

burg. 

The Troop is always looking for new Scouts to 

join in the fun and fellowship of Scouting. If you 

know of any boy between  the ages of 11 and 18 

who likes  making friends for life, learning cool 

skills and being in the outdoors, contact Bruce 

Ashby ~ 514-9926 ~ or Joe Walters ~ 598-4868. 

Boy Scout Troop 1823 kept every-
one well fed at Powhatan’s cele-
bration of Earth Day, April 17. 
They also set up a campsite on 
the Courthouse Green! 



8 

 

 

Non-Profit Organization 

POSTAGE PAID  

Permit No. 9 

Powhatan, VA 

Powhatan United Methodist Church 

2253 Rosson Road 

Powhatan, VA 23139 

“Powhatan United Methodist Church seeks to become a unified body of Christians that provides meaningful worship, nurtures spi ritual 
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others to experience the Good News of Jesus Christ.”  
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Read òThe Messengeró in color at PUMCõs Web site: www.powhatanumc.us  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

ñDo all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in 
all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as 
long as ever you can.ò ~ John Wesley   

Please Note!  

Vacation  

Bible School  

is set for  

August 2 - 6 !  

Volunteer to Help!  

Itôs Important  

(and itôs Fun!  :) 

    

 
 
 

Starting with the July/August issue, it 
will be emailed ~ in color! ~ and 

mailed (in black and white) only to those who 
specifically request this service. 

 
Make certain PUMC has your email 
address! Then you’ll also receive 

emergency alerts (snow closings!) 
and other important messages. 

The Messenger 
is Going Green! 


