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Virginia Annual Conference –  

Leading, Following, Getting Things Done  

by Jane Rager 

Bishop Charlene P. Kammerer presided over 228th session 

of Virginia Annual Conference focused on “Leading by 

Following Jesus” in the port city of Norfolk June 13-16. 

Pastor John Briggs, Jane and Yogi Rager attended and rep-

resented Powhatan UMC. The conference 

was filled with worship, celebration, learn-

ing, testimony and missions in addition to 

Conference business. 

Worship & Remembering 

The Conference began Sunday evening 

with A Service of Remembrance and Holy 

Communion. The Rev. Jung Pyo “J.P.” 

Hong, pastor of Culmore United Methodist 

Church in Falls Church, was the evening‟s 

preacher.  The Rev. Bob Blinn, conference 

secretary, read the Memorial Roll, followed 

by the tolling of a bell and the lighting of a 

candle in their memory.   
The Rev. Dr. Vance Ross, deputy general secretary for 

the General Board of Discipleship, served as Confer-

ence Preacher and let the daily worship services with 

three thought provoking, fiery sermons and down-to-

earth messages.  

Celebration: Ordering of Ministry   

A Service for the Ordering of Ministry was held Mon-

day evening, celebrating the accomplishments of 103 

individuals embarking on new phases of their minis-

tries. Bishop Kammerer's sermon was titled "Finding 

Jesus in Unexpected Places."  Some 38 persons were 

licensed for local pastor ministry; 23 were commis-

sioned as provisional members; three were ordained 

deacon; 19 were ordained elder; and one person had 

orders recognized as an elder. 

Celebration: Denman Evangelism Awards 

The Denman Evangelism Awards were begun in 1980 

to honor a United Methodist lay and clergy person in 

each annual conference who has exhibited unusual and 

outstanding efforts for work in Christian evangelism 

by faithfully carrying out the mission of making disci-

ples of Jesus Christ. This year‟s  Denman Evangelism 

Awards winners were: clergy, the Rev. 

Ron Mateer of First UMC in Martins-

ville; laity, Sandra Walters of Epworth 

UMC on the Eastern Shore; and youth, 

Tessa Diehl of First UMC, Charlottes-

ville. Tessa is the first youth to earn this 

award in the Virginia Conference. 

Celebration: Retiring Class of 

2010 

On Tuesday, the lives and ministry 36 

members of the Retiring Class of 2010 

was celebrated.  Their combined service 

equals 945 years. The Rev. Ed Pruitt 

spoke for the recognition of retirees.  

Learning: Bible Studies 

Our own Pastor John Briggs joined his colleagues, 

Marc Brown and Kathy Merry in leading the three 

Conference Bible Study sessions based on their book, 

Does Your Church Have a Prayer?  

 

Pastor John 
on the big 
screen at 
Conference. 

Continued on page 4 
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Deadline for the Septem-
ber/October Messenger =  

Tuesday, August 23 

Kids With Purpose 

Sunday  July 18th  lunch at CC's and Build A Bear ~ 

right after 11 o'clock service, so save your money and 

join us for this fun event 

Sunday, August 22 ~ Pool Party and dinner; details to 

follow by mail 

 

Junior High / Senior High 

Sunday, July 11 ~ right after church, lunch and Laser 

Quest 

Our August Event will be determined and all information 

will be sent to you via email 

Join Us August 2-6 for “Lava, Lava Island,” this year‟s 

Vacation Bible School to be held each day from 9-12. 

Ages are 4 thru the 5th grade (completed). Tell your 

neighbors, your friends, your family and grab your grass 

skirts and your Hawaiian shirts and join us for all the fun. 

Needed – VBS Volunteers 

If you can devote an hour or a day, please join us as we 

serve the children of our church and our community. Va-

cation Bible School Needs You! 

The food list will be posted in The Commons in the latter 

part of July. We will be having healthy snacks for the 

children throughout the week. 

 

On Sunday, August 8, we will be having the VBS/Family 

Picnic immediately following the 11 o‟clock worship 

service. Wear your casual clothes to church and join us 

for lunch and fun. Volleyball, croquet and other games 

will be available for a fun afternoon. Please bring a cov-

ered dish to share; meat and drinks will be furnished. 

 

Several of our Junior and Senior High will be attending a 

mission camp in North Carolina July 25-30 with Terry 

Paquette, Gail Timberlake and Sally Paquette. Please 

keep these children and adults in your prayers as they 

travel to and fro, and also as they serve others during 

their mission experience. 

Preschool’s Summer Fun! 
Preschool has finished another great year!  This 
summer we will offer two óSummer Fun Camps' for 
children age 3 to 7. If your child gets a little bored 
after the first month of Summer Vacation, a day 

camp might be just what you both need.   

The theme for the July 12-15 camp is 'Sports Ga-
lore' and the July 26-29 theme is 'Stars in Our Eyes'. 
You may call 598-6090 or email us at                 

pumcpre@gmail.com for information. 

Right now, we have quite a few openings in pre-
school for the fall. Our 2's class is full, but we would 
love to have some more children to fill our 3's and 
4's classes.  Please let your friends know about 
us.  'Word of mouth' is our best advertisement! 

On May 23, the United Methodist Men's Breakfast recog-

nized Memorial Day with Walter Young giving a 15-

minute video about World War II. Ron Marchand added the 

soldier/cross figure he had made, plus 12 American flags as 

decoration.  This is a good reminder of recognizing the 

meaning of July 4! 

UMM Recognize 
Memorial Day  
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As summer begins and vacation plans take you hither, 

thither and yon, know that God is with you as you 

travel and as you rest, and that you continue to be in 

my prayers.     

 

I said a prayer for you today,  

Knowing God must have heard. 

I felt the answer in my heart, 

Although He spoke no word. 

 

I didn't ask for wealth or fame, 

I knew that you wouldn't mind. 

I asked Him to send you treasures, 

Of a far more lasting kind. 

 

I asked that He'd be near you, 

At the start of each new day. 

To grant you health and blessings, 

And friends to share your way. 

 

I asked Him to bring you happiness, 

In all things great and small. 

But it was for His loving care, 

That I prayed for most of all. 

As I pray for you, I 

ask your continued 

prayers for our 

church, its leaders and 

the Promised Land 

task force.   

And remember just 

like our bodies need Sabbath to be renewed and re-

freshed, so does our spiritual life through our relation-

ship with Christ. Remember the Sabbath and keep it 

Holy. 

 

Grace and peace to you  

from God our father and  

from the Lord Jesus Christ,  

Pastor John  

Ponderings from Pastor John  

Young adult, college-age 

Bible Study is underway 

for the summer.  Brian 

Griffen is leading this in-

teresting study.   We read 

scriptures, discuss them, 

and then Brian relates 

them to current world 

leaders and events.  This 

makes for some lively dis-

cussions.  It's not to late to 

join us.  Bring your Bible 

and join the fun!  We meet 

Monday evenings, 6:15 - 

7:15, at the Otte's home.   

If you have questions or 

need directions, call Kris-

tin Otte ~ 370-7255 or 

Jessica Dunn ~ 356- 2193. 

Young Adult Bible Study Is What’s 

Happening on Monday Nights! 

Come Join the Fun! 

Young adults attending an earlier Bible Study at the Otteôs were (left to right):  
Kurt Otte, Kristen Otte holding Claire Griffen, Jessica Dunn, Erin Ionon, Melissa 
Lowe and Brian Griffen, the teacher.  
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Virginia Annual Conference continued from page 1 

Learning:  Laity Session 

The Laity session focused on All Things New: Fruitful 

and Multiplying – The Virginia Conference.    

One of the action steps in the All Things New docu-

ment was the formation of the 5 Talent Academy.  The 

Academy‟s goals are: 

MINISTRY WITH THE POOR – 10% of annual 

operational giving supports ministry with the poor. 

WORSHIP – 5% annual increase in average wor-

ship attendance. 

FAITH DEVELOPMENT – Small group partici-

pation represents 50% of average worship atten-

dance. 

STEWARDSHIP – 10% annual increase in giving. 

EVANGELISM – Professions  of faith represent 

10% of annual worship attendance. 

Testimony 

On Tuesday evening the conference heard the quiet 

testimony of the Rev. Jim Gulley, who survived the 

collapse of the Hotel Montana in Port-au-Prince dur-

ing the Jan. 12 earthquake in Haiti.  “I know the fact I 

am alive, while (fellow United Methodist pastors) 

Sam (Dixon) and Clint (Rabb) and 230,000 Haitians 
lost their lives, is through grace only. Our loving God 

is present with us in all circumstances,” he said.  

Missions 

The Conference continued a busy year in contributing 

to missions.  Some of the accomplishments include: 

102,000 meals  for Stop Hunger Now packaged at 

the Annual conference 

42,000 pounds of potatoes were bagged during the 

annual potato drop at the conference. 

More than two tractor-trailers and part of a third 

were filled with 46,477 kits (26,896 health kits; 

10,705 school kits; 5,376 birthing kits; 1,200 sew-

ing kits; 1,899layette kits; and 34 

flood buckets and 367 „other‟). Along 

with cash donations of  $92,021 the 

approximate total value is more than 

$600,000.  

The collection of the conference offer-

ing was taken during morning wor-

ship; the amount announced before the 

Tuesday dinner break was $180,500 

total giving by the conference to relief 

efforts in Haiti is up to $1.6 million 

A plaque was presented to the bishop 

for the highest giving to missions in the Southeast-

ern Jurisdiction.  

A second plaque was given because the Virginia 

Conference gave the most to mission support in 

the whole United Methodist Church for 2009. 

Conference Business 

In a sign of continued belt-tightening, members 

voted to reduce the number of districts within the 

Virginia Conference from 18 to 16. That reduction 

will occur following the 2011 annual conference. 

The conference also voted to turn over control of 

its longtime retreat center in Blackstone to the cen-

ter‟s board of directors.  

The members approved all five resolutions pre-

sented. This year the Committee on Resolutions 

sponsored Christian conferencing on the resolu-

tions before debate on the floor of conference. 
The site of future conferences will be: Roanoke 

2011-2012, Hampton, 2013-2014, and Roanoke 

2015-2016. 

Conference membership stands at 338,334, an in-

crease of 774 members from the previous year. 

Worship attendance is 112,624, down by 4,000. 

There were 5,966 professions of faith, up by 154 

from last year. Church receipts fell almost 4 per-

cent. 

Other reports and recommendations were passed 

after discussion. 

The appointments were fixed. Pastor John‟s as-

signment to PUMC is continued. 

 

The Conference was both inspiring and thought pro-

voking.  We return to our home churches with enthusi-

asm and hope for our church and its ministry. 

 

More news can be found at the conference home page, 

www.vaumc.org. You can also find information about 

ordering DVDs of the various sessions. 

http://www.vaumc.org
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PUMC On The Move ! 

Monday Night Circle Meetings and Events 

 

July ï The MNC will meet 7:00 p.m. on July 26 at 

the home of Donna Waller with Sylvia Tibbs as des-

sert hostess. Come join in the fun and fellowship. 

August ï This is Camp Rainbow month. We will be 

traveling to Blackstone around the second Monday 

in August to give the campers our support at their 

annual talent show. If you have never gone to this 

event and want to give these beautiful young adults 

with special needs your encouragement, contact 

Betsy Combs for more information. 

Our August meeting will be August 23, 7:00 p.m., 

at the home of Sally Marchand. We will be planning 

our Shut-in bags to be delivered in September and 

working on our Let Us Break Bread Dinner and Mu-

sical Program scheduled for December 4th.  All la-

dies are welcome to join us.  

Come be a part of something special and meet new 

people.  For more information call Marsha Dame-

wood ~ 598-1608. 
wv 

World Service Kits 

World Service Kits is a mission in which the whole 

congregation participates.  Thanks to all those who 

donated items or money to help with the kits.  With-

out your donations, we could not have made so 

many kits.   

This year we have 20 health kits, 103 school kits, 11 

layette kits and 75 birthing kits for a total  of 209. 

The total value of the kits is $2,358.    

Remember that we also had 111 kits sent to Haiti in 

February so give yourselves a pat on the back.  The 

value of the kits delivered to Haiti was $1,332.  

Thank you!  Phyllis Sciarrone, Coordinator  

Hope springs eternal in the heart of the Child of God. 
Nothing is ever hopeless when your ways are committed to your heavenly Father. 
Godôs power is unlimited; His goodness knows no measure; His mercy knows no end. 

No matter what news the day may bring you, therefore, you can accept it with quiet confi-
dence. For nothing whatever will happen to you beyond your Fatherôs loving control. 

Your Father constantly watches over you.  
Not one hair of your head will fall to the ground without His will. 

Your confidence for the future is built upon an unmovable foundation. ~ Anonymous 

Ȱ&ÏÕÒÔÈ 3ÕÎÄÁÅÓȱ )Ó  

Too Much Summer Fun! 

Our Fourth " Sundaes" series 

kicked off on June 27 with HUGE 

fun, fine fellowship, flavored ice 

cream and great gospel music by 

Ȱ*ÕÓÔ 5ÓȢȱ   

Join us  

July 25 and 

 August 22 

  

for more  

of the same goodness!  

They will be evenings of fellow-

ship, music and ice cream sundaes 

for the whole family.  

Everything begins at 6:30   on the 

lawn in front of the Sanctuary.   Be 

sure to bring your lawn chair or 

blanket!  
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Thank You! ~ Thank You!  

Thank you! Your gift of 55 pounds 

of non-perishable food items 
means so much to the hundreds of 
individuals and families who turn to 
the Powhatan Food Pantry for help 
when hardships hit, at times when 
providing a basic necessity ~ food 
~ is difficult to do. Many thanks for 
your generous donation ñthat none 

shall go hungry.ò Winfred Taylor  

Dear Church Family,  Thank you 

so much for all of your cards, calls, 
and prayers when my mother 
passed away.  We are so blessed 
to have such  wonderful and caring 
friends at PUMC.  My mom loved 
this church and you all made her 
feel so welcome here when she 
stayed in Powhatan.  Love, Barb 

Otte and family. 

PUMC family, Thank you so much 

for awarding me the Omar Ball 

Scholarship.  

I will be able to put it to good use in 
the fall at Christopher Newport Uni-
versity. I plan to major in psychol-
ogy and earn my masters in teach-

ing. ~ Thanks. Rita Lancaster 
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From the Finance Committee 

 by Betty Bowman 

Chair, Finance Committee 

Many of you are aware our church had to make some 

reductions in our operating budget during 2009.  

While these choices were difficult, they provided us 

with a modest surplus of $1,813 on December 31, 

2009.  This placed us in a much better position than 

we found ourselves in January 2009; with a $11,156 

deficit.  Our church, like many families, faced a short-

fall in revenue during the fall of 2008 and continuing 

into 2009. 

The Finance Committee developed a very conserva-

tive 2010 budget for Council‟s approval (no increases 

for program needs or salary for staff).  The Committee 

has been working diligently with our church leaders to 

ensure funds are provided for necessary services and 

ministries.  It is through the faithfulness of the mem-

bers of this congregation that we have been able to 

sustain ourselves financially.  

As Chair of the Finance Committee, I am so blessed to 

have such dedicated members who serve so faithfully.  

We have not only been challenged with maintaining 

our income to cover expenses, but we needed to install 

a new financial and accounting system on January 1st.  

This action required us to implement and learn new 

reporting formats.   For the past ten years, David An-

derton has been a dedicated and faithful steward as our 

church Treasurer.  He requested to have someone else 

serve in this capacity beginning this year, but thank-

fully he will continue as the church‟s Stewardship 

Chair and a member of the Finance Committee.  Mary 

Bradstock took over as our church Treasurer in mid-

March and is working diligently to learn the account-

ing system and manage our financial funds.  The 

Committee is also blessed to have Anne Garland Dodd 

as our financial consultant and church auditor.  As a 

Certified Public Accountant, Anne Garland provides 

us with financial guidance and prepares our monthly 

financial reports.  

Quarterly updates will now be provided to the congre-

gation.  The below information reflects income and 

expenditures from January 1 through May 31, 2010.  

After reviewing this information, if you have any fur-

ther questions please do not hesitate to contact me at 

272-0648 or by e-mail at bettybowman@verizon.net.  

I want to again thank each of you for your continued 

financial commitment to our church and know that the 

Finance Committee is dedicated to being faithful stew-

ards of these funds for the glory of God‟s work. 

2010 Budget     $302,346 

2010 Estimated Tithes & Offering   $292,000 

 

Expenses through May 31            $115,133*

  

Tithes & Offering Received thru May 31 $125,025 

Pre-School Contribution   $    7,000 

Total General Fund Tithes/Offering   $132,025 

 

In addition to the above tithes/offering and expense 

information, we also have the following:  

“Designated” Receipts & Expenses through May 31** 

 

Receipts      $14,785 

Expenses     $  9,245 

*May‟s United Methodist Conference Apportionment 

payment ($3,322) is not reflected in this total. 

 

** Some examples include the Birthday Bash, Defi-

brillator, Dorcas Ministries, Flowers, Memorial Fund, 

Pastor‟s Discretionary fund, Mission Trips, Recreation 

& Athletics, and Vacation Bible School. 

 

mailto:bettybowman@verizon.net
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Your Congregational Care Team! 

Above, front row, Faye 
Newton; second row: 
Margaret Ball, Jane 
Rager, Linda Hairfield, 
Phyllis Sciarrone, Ed 
Cox, Cassandra 
Dodson, Brenda Cox, 
Phyllis Hartman, Vir-
ginia Pruett, Francis 
Wiatt and Donna 
Waller. 
To the right, front row, 
Sally Marchand, Marie 
DeHart, Fran Carle-
ton, Sylvia Tibbs and 
Pat Williams. Back 
row: Yogi Rager, Bub 
Carletib, Pastor John 
and Hank Tibbs. 

Sea of Love 

There are many seas by many names – the Red Sea, 

the Sea of Galilee, Mediterranean Sea – that show 

their power by the force of water. 

In Powhatan, a special atmosphere exists promoting a 

force comparable to water called LOVE, which I felt 

healing me during my recent encounter with the medi-

cal world.  

Your presence represented God‟s power, expectation 

for the coming of His kingdom in many different 

ways. 

Thanks to each  and every one who offered a special 

prayer, food that was delicious and was enjoyed, made 

a phone call, visited my home, visited the Amelia Re-

habilitation Center, beautified my home to return to or 

brought a gift to use or enjoy. The enormous number 

of expressions and concerns and love was tremendous 

and truly felt.  

God is watching us! In Christ, Evelyn Whitlock 
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PUMC Mission 

ñPowhatan United Methodist Church seeks 
to become a unified body of Christians that 
provides meaningful worship, nurtures spiri-
tual growth through education and service, 

ministers to the needs of all ages in the con-
gregation and the greater community, and in-
vites others to experience the Good News of 

Jesus Christ.ò 
 

ñDo all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in 
all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as 
long as ever you can.ò ~ John Wesley   

Summerôs  

Tradition!  

Vacation  

Bible School  

is set for  

August 2 - 6 !  

Volunteer to Help!  

Itôs Important  

(and itôs Fun!  :) 

    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Starting with this issue, it will be 

emailed ~ in color! ~ and mailed (in 

black and white) only to those who specifi-
cally request this service. 

 

The Messenger 
has gone 

Green! 


