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Church Council News 
As good stewards of church resources, we are constantly 

reviewing our activities and costs with an eye toward ef-

ficiently using the gifts with which we are blessed! Re-

cently, many churches have adjusted the frequency and 

distribution of their newsletters to be more in line with 

modern communication. We, too, wish to be good stew-

ards of our financial, staff and volunteer resources, in 

addition to being more environmentally friendly!    

To meet all of these goals, we will be making the follow-

ing improvements to The Messenger:   

 

Update our distribution method to include email. An 

e-mail alert will be sent to everyone when the news-

letter is posted on the website, with a copy attached. 

Printed and mailed newsletters will continue to be 

available to those who do not use e-mail or opt out of 

participating. It is hoped, however, that all who can 

use the internet will join in this effort to reduce the 

use of paper resources and the resulting impact on 

our environment. 

Home bound members will continue to receive the 

newsletter by mail. Copies will also be available in 

the church office for pick-up for friends and family, 

as well as for our first-time visitors. 

The newsletter will be issued bi-monthly: Jan/Feb, 

March/April, May/June, July/August, September/

October and November/December. Activities and 

information will continue to be posted in the weekly 

bulletin and on our website. 

We will make available a mid-week distribution of 

the church calendar and event announcements. Don‟t 

forget … the church calendar is posted on our web-

site! You can check it whenever you need an update! 

The next edition of The Messenger will be the May/June 

edition, to be distributed in late April. Its deadline is 

Tuesday, April 13. 

Most importantly, please be sure Sandra has your most 

recent email address so you can receive the newsletter, 

updates and announcements! Thank you for your help in 

preserving our resources! 

Small-Group Invitation 
Does Our Church Have a Prayer? In Mission Towards 

God’s Promised Land is a six-week, church-wide, small-

group study based on Biblical principles.  It is the first step 

in a process of spiritual engagement seeking to discern 

God's leading for our church. 

These studies will help people in our church live in the 

vision of joy and unity in Jesus to the glory of God and the 

mission of being followers of Jesus sent into the world. 

Through these studies, your voice will be heard as our 

church‟s strategic ministry task force (Promised Land 

Task Force) prepares its report for our congregation. 

Current study groups are invited to engage in this study. If 

you are not in a study group but would like to participate 

in this congregation-wide small-group study, please con-

tact Jane Rager (598-3205), Linda Chaffins (598-8778) or 

our church office (598-4438). They will have the locations 

and times for the various study groups. 

It is our hope and prayer that everyone will participate, so 

don‟t delay.  The groups will begin meeting during the 

week of April 18.  

Easter Services 
Maundy Thursday. April 1: 5:30 p,m. 
Pancake dinner; 7:00 

The Last Supper drama 

Good Friday, April 2: 
Sanctuary is open 9:00-
4:00 for prayer. Medita-

tion materials available.  

Saturday, April 3: 10:00 a.m. Commu-

nity-wide Easter Egg Hunt 

Easter, April 4: 6:30 a.m. Sunrise Ser-
vice, 8:30 and 11:00 Easter Services 
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Hippy, Hoppity ~ Easter's On Its Way 

 

Join us on Saturday, April 3, at 10:00 

a.m. for our annual Community-wide 

Easter Egg Hunt. Bring your children, 

your grandchildren, your neighbors … 

invite everyone for a morning of fun 

and food. So grab your baskets and 

your Easter Bonnets, and get ready to 

search for those Easter Eggs. 

Children's and Youth Ministries 

Children's Church is held every Sunday (excluding Holi-

days) during the 11:00 service for children ages 5-9.If you 

haven't joined us for this special time, please give us a try. 

Hope to see you there! 

Kids With Purpose 

April 3 ~ Easter Egg Hunt! You will be performing during 

the opening. Please be at the church by 9:30 a.m. 

April 18 ~ Visit to an Alpaca farm right after 11:00 service. 

Please bring a change of clothes, a bag lunch and a drink. 

Parents, I will need drivers and chaperones! 

April 25 ~ Wii Bowling at Miss Malene's house right after 

church until 2:00 p.m. Pizza for lunch! 

Junior High Youth 

April 3 ~ Be at church by 9:00 a.m. to hide the Easter eggs 

and perform with Kids With Purpose for the opening 

April 4 ~ Help with Sunrise service, be at church by 6:15 

a.m. 

April 8 ~ Ruritan Dinner: be at church by 5:30 p.m. to 

serve  

April 11~ Noon until 2:00 ~ Regular meeting at church; 

bring a bagged lunch and drink 

Senior High Youth 

April 3 ~ Be at church by 9:00 a.m. to help hide the Easter 

eggs and serve cookies 

April 4 ~ You are in charge of Sunrise Service; be at the 

church by 6:15 a.m. 

April 18 ~ Putt putt and dinner. Please be at church by 5:00 

p.m. Parents, I will need extra drivers. 

April 25 ~ Regular meeting, 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

Mother’s Day Luncheon May 8 

This year's Mother's Day Luncheon, which is sponsored by 

the Children and Youth Ministries, will be 

held Saturday, May 8, at 1:00 p.m. in the 

Christian Life Center. Tickets are $6 per 

person and will go on sale Sunday, April 

11. Please, watch your Sunday bulletin for 

upcoming information about this wonder-

ful event. Bring those special women in 

your lives and join us for a wonderful af-

ternoon of fun and good food. 

 

Vacation Bible School July 5-9 

Vacation Bible School is coming … July 5-9 from 9:00 

until noon each day, followed on Sunday, July 11, with a 

VBS and Family Picnic at the church. 

This year's theme ~ Lava Lava Island ~ will be really fun, 

and I am looking for volunteers to work in all areas of this 

wonderful, witness-filled week. I will be posting a sign up 

board in The Commons the first week in May. Please be in 

prayer about this program; I can't do it without you! If you 

have any questions, please call me ~ let‟s talk! 

During the Easter Egg Hunt April 3, the 

Dorcas Ministry will be selling their 

great casserole caddies, plus they’ll 

have a few quilts and afghans for silent 

auction. Monday Night Circle will be 

selling wonderful baked goods!  ~ all 

to support their ministries.  
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Joining the Journey 

As a pastor greeted his parishioners following Sunday 

worship, a middle-aged woman asked, “why do we 

repeat the „same old‟ creed every Sunday?”  Funda-

mentally, she was asking: “Are the creeds and worship 

traditions of our faith still relevant to us today?” 

Author Craig Barnes suggests that when someone asks 

a question about the relevancy of our faith traditions, 

it inevitably comes from their self-focus.  In other 

words, it is the individual that will determine what is 

relevant for them and what is not.  This seems harm-

less enough.  In fact, Wesley teaches in his 

“quadrilateral” for reflecting and forming our faith 

that reason is one of four primary tools that can help 

us. (Wesley believed that the living core of the 

“Christian faith is revealed in Scripture, illumined by 

tradition, enlivened in personal experience, and con-

firmed by reason.” 

The problem with this self-focus, self-reasoned ap-

proach to knowing God comes as we consider if we 

really are to decide what is relevant … to pick and 

chose what we think is truth and important in our life 

if you will. In response to this approach of our deter-

mining what is truth and relevant to our life, we need 

to remember that the function of the creeds is to help 

form an individual‟s faith. We do not get to pick and 

chose what we think is relevant to forming us as 

God‟s people. 

The creeds teach us: 

The individual‟s life is not self-constructed but 

created and made Holy by God. 

The best years of our life‟s story were not after we 

graduated from 

school, or got a job, 

or got married etc.  

The best years ~ 

those that changed 

everything ~ were 

after the Word be-

came flesh and 

dwelled among us and within us. 

God‟s story gives our lives new meaning and a 

never-ending purpose precisely because it is not 

about us. The creeds teach us that we are to join 

into God‟s story of relevancy for the redeeming of 

the world. 

In our world of self-focus, we tend toward being con-

sumed by the concerns of self … my job, my family, 

my health, my .…  On Sunday as we worship the crea-

tor of all that was, is and ever will be, we are chal-

lenged to move from focusing on our story to focusing 

on God‟s larger story.  Thankfully the creeds teach us 

“it ain‟t all about us.” It is about being a part of the 

larger story of the all knowing, all powerful, ever pre-

sent God of creation. 

This month we begin a Bible study series that will 

teach how we can all join into God‟s larger story and 

move toward God‟s Promised Land for our lives and 

for our church. I hope you will be a part of our 

church‟s effort to discern where God is calling us as 

we continue the journey our church began more than 

200 years ago. 

Resurrection blessings, Pastor John 

Nursery News! Welcome Melissa! 

The SPR Committee and all of PUMC welcome 

Melissa Adams to the new 2nd Nursery position. She 

and veteran Tina James provide loving care for infants 

to four year olds 8:15–12:15 each Sunday. We all 

know what a vital service this is. They truly appreciate 

those who volunteer to help. You are encouraged to 

sign up to assist their coordinated effort.   

Nursery would like to thank everyone who donated 

wipes, Lysol, etc. We love our children and want to 

keep them healthy. ~ Reminder Melissa Adams will 

be calling members to help in the nursery. It‟s a won-

derful way to serve in our church. If you would like to 

volunteer please call Tina James ~ 971-7723 or 

Melissa Adams ~ 598-4182. 

Annual Conference Offering 

Bishop Charlene Kammerer has announced the 2010 

Annual Conference offering goal is $300,000 and will 

benefit three development projects: Brazil: $100,000 - 

curriculum/ teacher training materials for “Shade and 

Fresh Water” centers and other children‟s centers 

sponsored by the Brazil MC; Mozambique: $100,000 

- education/training for Sunday school teachers, lay 

preachers and pastors in the UMC, which is growing 

rapidly and needs leadership for the hundreds of new 

United Methodist churches being established here; 

Virginia: $100,000 - job training programs at Grace 

Ministries, a community outreach program of the Ar-

lington (VA) District that addresses material and spiri-

tual needs of area low-income immigrants. 
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In Memoriam  

Annie Virginia Hood Timberlake 

May 23, 1915 – March 8, 2010 

Member of PUMC since April 22, 1956 

New Arrivals! 
Congratulations to Shannon and 

Jason Lee upon the birth of 

their daughter on March 4, 

2010 ~ Carrington Anne Lee. 

Bill and Anne Garland Dodd 

are maternal grandparents 

 
Congratulations to Bennett and David Franklin upon 

the birth of their son, Colby Max, on March 8, 2010. 

Dorothy Samuel is the maternal grandmother. 

Heard in the Hallway ~  

A Comment on Disciple Bible Study: “I've been 

meaning to tell you … Jane is doing a wonderful job 

in the Disciple class. The depth of her knowledge is 

admirable, and she is doing such a good job of relat-

ing what we are reading to why it is happening and 

where we are headed.  

Folks are really missing the boat if they miss the op-

portunity to take this class with her as the teacher. 

The discussion is lively, and it‟s really an enjoyable, 

learning experience. I'm so glad I signed up! ~ thank 

you, Anonymous 

Give-A-Heart 

A special thanks to 

everyone who do-

nated food 

items for the „Give

-a-Heart‟ Food 

Drive! Our church 

was able to collect 

eight boxes of food 

to give to the local 

family in need! 

Thanks again 

for your support!  

~ Senior High 

Youth 

United Methodist Family Days at 

Kings Dominion!  
 

SPECIAL DISCOUNT TICKETS! 

Valid Saturdays May 1, 8, 15, 22 and Memorial 
Day Weekend May 29, 30, 31, plus April 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 ~ ONLY $27.50 for 
Ages 3 (48-inches tall and taller) to 61  

JUNIORS & SENIORS ONLY $24.50 for Ages 
3 (less than 48-inches tall)  to 62 and beyond. 

Children ages 2 and younger FREE 

Mother’s Day Booklet 
Monday Night Circle is creating its annual booklet 
that let’s you honor all the wonderful women in 
your life and support Samaritan Fund of our United 
Methodist Homes for the Aged. Cost $1/name. 
Deadline: May 2. Form is in Sunday’s bulletin. 

Come and experience our Sanctuary Choir's music this Easter!     

We will sing at both services (8:30 and 11:00) on Passion/Palm 

Sunday, and on Easter Sunday.  Happy Easter! 
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Circle of Friends Meets April 12 

The Circle of Friends Women‟s Circle Meeting will 

be held at the church April 12 at 10:30am. This is a 

change from our first-of-the-month Monday meet-

ing. Please join us in fellowship as we continue our 

yearly projects. All are welcome. 

 

JOY Gathers April 14 

Just Older Youth (JOY ~ ages 55+) will meet 

Wednesday April 14 at 11:30 a.m. Debbie Markel 

will be speak on Senior‟s Nutrition. Please join us as 

we celebrate flowers and warm weather with a cov-

ered dish luncheon. For more info call Pat Williams 

~ 598-6813. 

 

MNC Meets April 26 

The Monday Night Circle will meet 7:00 p.m. April 

26 at he home of Marsha Damewood with Kim 

Bradham as dessert hostess. We will be planning for 

the summer months ahead. For more information, 

call Marsha ~ 598-1608. 

 

Pre-School News! 

Priority registration has ended, but open registration 

for the fall of 2010 will continue until all classes are 

full.  If you know of anyone with young children 

who might be interested in preschool for the fall, 

please have them call the preschool office ~ 598-

6090 ~ to have registration information sent to them 

or to arrange a day to visit our preschool. 

We are looking forward to spring! Teachers will 

soon be busy getting the children‟s art matted for 

display during our „Family Fun Art Night‟ April 

21. We hope many of you church members will take 

the time during the week to stop by the Christian 

Life Center to see the beautiful art on display. 

Watch for news about our „Summer Fun Camps‟ in 

the May/June Messenger.  Camps will once again be 

offered for children age 3 through 7. You do not 

have to be a member of PUMC or attend the pre-

school to attend a camp session.  Dates will be an-

nounced soon! 

PUMC On the Move  ~  PUMC On the Move! In Search Of ... 

Seeking Old PUMC Documents 

of Any Kind  
Newsletters, bulletins, newspaper 
articles and the like are needed to 
be included in an archival history of 
our church. Please check through 
your old mementos and see if you 
have something to contrib-
ute.  Anything you have would be 
appreciated and will be returned if 

you like.  

You may leave them at the church for Virginia Rey-
nolds, our church historian.  Thanks for helping to pre-
serve a portion of our church history for 
he generations to follow. 
 
Did You Know: Benjamin Lincoln Meade donated an 
acre to the Meadsville Methodist Church in 1843 as a 
site for its first church. In 1937, MMC was renamed 
Powhatan Methodist Church. MMC was originally lo-
cated behind Evelyn Whitlock’s home. The cemetery is 
still there.  

Omar Ball Scholarship Offered  

~ Deadline May 1 

It‟s that time of year ~ our high school graduates are 

getting ready to begin a new journey to college or the 

work force.  

During this exciting time, Powhatan United Methodist 

Church is offering the Omar Ball Scholarship to those 

seniors who will be attending college (four year or 

other-wise) and who are actively involved in our 

church.  

Applications are due May 1. To apply, please email 

Diane Timberlake at timberlakediane@yahoo.com. 

Good Luck! 

Haitian Kits 

The Virginia Conference has collected an esti-
mated 40,000 health kits for Haitian relief and 
more are being assembled as reported by Bob 
Pihlcrantz, Conference Disaster Response Coor-
dinator. In addition, $36,927 was collected to de-
fray completing the kits and shipping them to the 
island. Thanks! You Really Made a Difference! 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

“Do all the good you can, by all the means you 
can, in all the ways you can, in all the places 
you can, at all the times you can, to all the peo-
ple you can, as long as ever you can.” ~ John 
Wesley   

Conference Kits 
You have helped with Health kits for Haiti but if any-

one would like to help send some to conference, this is 

your chance to participate in this mission.   

  

Health kits – All items must be NEW 

 l hand towel (15" x 25") no kitchen towels 

1 toothbrush in original wrapper  (ask your dentist to 

donate) 

1 large and sturdy comb (not pocket sized) 

1 bar of soap (3 oz and up) 

$1 to purchase toothpaste 

1 metal nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery 

boards or toenail clipper) 

  

Layette kits – All items must be NEW (do not buy 

character prints) 

 6 diapers 

2 gowns or sleepers 

2 receiving blankets 

2 shirts or 2 one piece body suits  (onesies) 

Other kits are Birthing Kits, Flood Buckets, Sewing  

Kits and Bedding Pak.   

Need more information? Contact Phyllis Sciarrone ~ 

403-3443. 

Thank You! 

Sorry I haven't been able to come to church. I 
want to thank all the people who sent cards and 
calls, and the friends who came by and gave me 
communion. May God bless all of you ~ Clara Rose 
 
Dear Church Family, We would like to thank every-
one for the many acts of kindness showed to our 
mother over the years.  We also want to thank 
you for everything you did for our family during 
our time of loss. We are very blessed to be a part 
of such a wonderful church. ~ Sincerely, The Fam-
ily of Anne Virginia Timberlake 

See You Easter!  

Letõs Celebrate! 


